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T O 
Her Grace, 'The 


Dutcheſs of LINSTER. 


MADAM 


\ A 7 TIT H the moſt profound 
reſpect, I preſent the 
following pages to your” 
Protection; as any thing deſcrip- 
tive of the finer ſenſations of the 
Human breaft, cannot be deſſonant 
with your Grace's mind, the pic- 
ture which they contain of Virtues 
that ariſe from Love, Honor, 
Friendſhip, and exalted ſentiments 
of Liberty, vill, I hope, render 
+ 8 them 


iv. DEDICATION. 


them acceptable, and excuſe in me 
the preſumption of this addreſs. 
tf they fhall be fo fortunate as 
10 contribute to your Grace's en- 
tertaiument at a leaſure hour, I 
hall bave attained the higheſt 
point of my ambition, who deem 
no honor before that of profeſſing 
 mnyfelf, 


Your Grace's, 


Mot reſpeciful and 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


the Eol rok. 


HE commonwealths of 


Scythian Friendſhip. 
Greece, before the Pelo- 
neſian war, a pericd 


ut Fatal to their virtue, ſent 


ſorth from every rank, men form- 
ed to excite and conduct the emu- 
lation of after ages. Such was 
the fruit of their laws planed by the 
profoundeſt wiſdom. Lycurgus and 
Solon their legiſlators were con- 
vinced that, while with a handful 
of citizens, the enormous weight of 
Aſiatic armies muſt be ſuſtained, 
their country would preſerve her free- 
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dom only ſo long as ſhe could pro- 
duce a ſucceſſion cf heroes to deſend 
her. Accordingly the end of all 
their cares was to inveſtigate, eſta- 
bliſh and complete the cauſe, which 
alone can enſure the perpetuity of 
ſuch a race; 10 wit. Education. 
Theſe lawgivers, taught by their 
exact knowlege of the human heart, 
and ſagacious as they were virtuous, 
forgot no precept that could in any 
wiſe contribute to exalt the Soul 
and bring to full maturity the ſeeds 
of every generous paſſion. Purſu- 
ant of this deſign, they ordained 
that popular eſteem, that honors 
and pleaſures ſhould be with them 
the exchange of virtue, in like 
manner as among nations of depra- 
ved morals they wait on power and 
wealth, Knowing, that from the 
particular affections of citizens, 
there ever ariſes ſome more general 
paſſion on which the deſtiny of the 
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( 3 ] 
ftate depends, they adjudged the 
higheſt ſeat of honor to the Love of 
their Country, and the next to 
Friendſhip. And thus, having by 
this wiſe ſubordination guarded a- 
gainſt the conſpiracies of the vicious, 
they beheld the faireſt proſpoct of 
nought but combinations cemented 
by vir:uous ſentiment. So that, 
whilſt there lay no road to favor but 
through atchievements great and ho- 
norable, it was impoſſible that two 
friends ſhould not mutually exhort 
each other to ſerve their country, 


and ſhould not eſteem as proofs of 
perſonal fiiendſhip, all endeavors 


to promote the public wale. Thus 
was patriotiſm founded not only on 
the reflection of man as civilized, 
who weighs his intereſt, not only on 
the ſentiment of man as ſocial, who 


conſiders his ſeveral relations to o- 


thers, but even on the inſtinct of 
man ia the ſtate of nature, by which 
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he is invincibly attached to that 
which actually is or appears to be 
beneficial to him. By ſuch happy 
union of the principles of nature, 
wiſely adapted to thoſe of legiſlation, 
which were generally conſidered ra- 
ther as conſequences thercof, virtue 
became habitual; what we exto] 
for heroiſm bore only the name of 
duty. And the actions of Harmo- 
dius and Ariſtogiton, of Damon and 
Py chias, of Dinias and Agathocles, 
which our degeneracy pronounces 
to be monſtrous fabl:s, ſcarcely 
roſe above the claſs of ordinary oc- 
Currences ; and the delicate ſenſibi- 
ity of that youthful Theban who, 
when overthrown by his enemy at 
the battleof Mantinea, beſaughthim 
to pierce his boſom, leſt ſome wound 


which probably might be deemed 


an equivocal evidence of his valor, 
ſhould cauſe his friend to bluſh for 
him, appeared to be no more than 
the 


[3-7 


the natural effect of the regards due 
to Friendilup (a). 


By theſe bleſs'd inſtitutions did 
Greece, glonous and happy, flourith 
through three revolving ages. But 
when Lyſander, whoſe fortĩtude on- 
ly ſerved to make him criminal, ac- 
ceded to a ſhare in the government 
of his country; when the ſoul of 
this Spartan debaſed by the alianc:s 
which wich ſhameleſs confidence he 
formed with the Satraps of the leſſer 
Aſia, liitenzd to che ideas of deſpo- 
tic power, and dſigned the ſlavery 
of his compatriots, then popular v ir- 


(a) vide Lucian. — And having peruſed 
the dialogue under the fiznarure Toxaris, 
then caſt a glance over the preſent race of 
men and ſe if there be any fund capable 
of perſorming a&rs equal in glory win 
thoſe that, among the ancient Greeks and 
Sczthiars, tock their rite from F nendih:p. ; 
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tues began to decline. The Gold, 
which, in contempt of the prohibiti- 
on of Lycurgus, he dared to intro- 
duce at Lacedemon, forthwith abo- 
liſhed every exalted ſentiment. The 
conſequences of the animoſities ſown 
by Ly ſander throughout the ſeveral 
ſtates of Greece are amply known : 
a little more and ſhe had become a 
province to the Perſian, and the 
country of Miltiades and Ariſtides 
had fallen a prey to the baſe inglori- 
ous hand: of a Satrap. Greece by his 
death again emerged from the tide 
of calamity in which ſhe lay involv- 
ed, but Sparta cluuned the ſovereign 
dominion over her ; and to reſtore 
to her republics their antient equalli- 
ty, their primitive freedom, they 
muſt be reduced to their primitive 
manners, and the ſprings of action 
muſt be wound up to their accuſ- 
tomed tone. This was the work of 
Friendſhip. Thebes, whilft it was 
indebted 
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indebted to this virtue for the crea» 
tion cf the ſacred Phalanx. render- 
ed to the paſſions of eſteem and glo- 
ry their former rights, and the final 
moments of Greece rivaled the luſtre 
of her moſt brilliant days. 


A particular adventure, in which 
the power of Friendſhip ſtood mani- 
feſt in all its beauty, inſpired Pelo- 
pidas with the deſign of forming 
that renowned Phalanx which was 
eniirely compoſed of friends; al- 
moſt every hiſtorian has omitted to 
relate the circumſtanccs thereof, but 
the fragment of a manuſcript, pen- 
ed by ſome unknown writer, has 
preſerved the narration ; which fol- 
loweth, as I have tranſlated it from 
thence. 


CEPHI- 


121 


CEPHISODORUS, one of the 
moſt reſpectable citizens of Thebes, 
and who had with honor filled 
the firſt employments among his 
people, had an only ſon, his 
name Philotimus, who even from 
his infant years gave full af 
ſurance that he would not ſhame 
the virtue of his fore-fathers. 
Cephiſodorus nurtured with care 
theſe hopeful diſpoſitions, and chieſ- 
ly was attentive to all that could 
contribute to form his Soul for 
Friendſhip. He recounted to him 
the ſtorivs of theſe great herocs who 
for atchievements prompted by this 
virtue were added to the number of 
the gods, and when he diſcerned the 
ycuthful breaſt of Philotimus glow- 
ing with thedivine enthuſiaſm whic'1 
ſuch examples are delineated to in- 
ſpire, he forthwith ſubjoined pre- 
c-pts replete with wiſdom. My 
deareſt 


[9] 


deareſt ſon, ſaid he, a Friend is the 
moſt precious gift of heaven ; our 
ſoul is made for love: Nature, it is 
true, points out their courſe to our 
affections, but thoſe for whom we 
ought to feel them, are frequently 
endued with characters and manners 
which forbid our yielding full obe- 
dience to her dictates; a Friend on 
the contrary is a parent of our own 
election: and this choice, which 
ſhould be guided by convemence, 
when once it is eſtabliſhed, becomes 
the ſurety of our happineſs. Our 
exiſtence is in a meaſure doubled; 
we triumph at the rejoicings of our 
friend, and nothing then can be 
compared with our delight ; we a]- 
ſo ſhare his pains indeed, but it is a 
charming forrow endeared by the 
pleaſure we experience in comfort- 
ing his griefs, and fight of that melt- 
ing tenderneſs which he feels on per- 
cciving that we are equally intereſt- 

| ed 
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ed in them. The period, my be- 
loved Philotimus, is drawing nigh 
when thou will be capable and pri- 
vileged to make thy choice. Pay no 
reſpect to Rank or Wealth, purſue 
thy ſearch of Virtue only, and be 
directed by the emotions of thy 
heart. Thou art preparing to ſet 
_ out for Athens: the Portico and the 
Lyceum, the groves of the Academy 
and gardens of the Pecilum will 
there preſent thee with a multitude 
of youth, mong whom thou mayeſt 
diſcover ſome of tempers conſonant 
with thine, and to whom thou mayeſt 
attach thyſelf. I particularly name 
to thee, my ſon, theſe famous re- 
treats, becauſe thoſe that frequent 
them profeſſedly aſpire to wiſdom, 
and becauſe the moſt advantagious 
prejudice in favor of a man is his 
ardor to acquire it. If herein I may 
be allowed to conceive a wiſh, I 
would beſeech the gods to ſow in the 

breaſt 
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breaſt of the young Dioxippus and 
in thine, the ſeeds of that divine 
ſympathy, whereby hearts are uni- 
ted together. His father, the brave 
Iſmenias was my compeer 1n arms, 
and having ſerved his country with 
glory was at length ſo happy as to 
fall in her defence. From the dawn- 
ings of virtue that begin to appear 
in Dioxippus, we are full of hope 
that Thebes will ſee revived in the 
perſon of the ſon the ſhining ſervices 
of the father 5 and thou, beloved 
Philotimus, thou wilt become, for 
ſuch is my unceaſing prayer, after 


my death, the object of thy fellow 


citizens love. The day will come, 
and is perhaps not far remote, when 
Bœotia ſhall become completely 
independaat ; inſtead of being, as 
now it truly is, rather ſubjected than 
allied to Sparta, The power which 
that haughty ſtate hath derived from 
Lyſander's ſhameful ſucceſs will 

only 
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only contribute to accelerate its 
ruin. When che inſtitutions which 
have exalted a republic to happineſs 
begin to totter, its fall is nigh at 
hand. The ordonances of the ſage 
Lycurgus now live almoſt only in 
the rememb'rance of the Lacede- 
monians : the deteſtable Lyſander 
having, to confirm his tyranny, 
bent all his projects to annihilate 
them. Since his deceaſe, Greece 
ſeemed to awake from a deep ſleep; 
and Sparta preſerveth her dominion 
no otherwiſe than from the long ve- 
neration paid to her ancient virtues. 
By the experience of thirty Years, 
conſumed in camps or in aſſemblies 
of the people, I ſee that ſome revolu- 
tions are ripening in ſecret, If m 
ſurmiſe be juſt, and that Thebes, my 
beloved ſon, ſhall take part therein, 
ſurceaſe from every other purſuit ; 
fly forthwith to arms, and live or 
die for thy country's peace, or to 

aaſſert 


[ 13) 
aſſert the liberty .of Greece, Lzt 
no motives how preyalent ſoever en- 
gage thee with any party which 
may endeavor to overthrow the 
one or deſign to deſtroy the other. 
Even whilſt I am now addreſling 
thee, my dear Philotimus, I am 
convinced that the good Theognis, 
the Grandfather of Dioxippus is con- 
verſing withhim on this very ſubject. 
He as well as I would wiſh to ice 
youth both conjoined in friendſhip, 
totheend that if in future time you 
ſhall be choſen to hold the reigns 
of government, your country may 
not groan through your diſſentions, 
but may be rendered mighty through 
your fnendſhip. Yet may the Gods 
forbid, my Son, that whilſt we are 
treating of the moſt holy engage- 
ment that thou can'ſt poſſibly con- 
tract, 1 ſhould preſume to diſpoil 
thee of thy liberty. I deſire no 
other privilege than that of ſome- 

ums 
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times conducting thee to viſit the 
young Dioxippus ; what though Eis 
taſte exhibits a mode of living, as 
{ſumptuous as that of Iſmenias was 
{imple and fevere, heis of illuſtrious 
birth : you are of equal age, you, 
very probably, will hear the doct- 
rines of the fame preceptors, and 
will perform your exzrciſes in the 
ſame gymnaſium. Here behold 
are ample opportunities for your be- 
coming acquainted wich each other 


the reſt is in the hands of the Gods. 


Philotimus, deeply affected with 
the tender leſſons of his father, 
aſſured him that he would employ 
his utmoſt abilities to accompliſh 
his deſires; but withal, he com- 
plained with thatingenuous freedom 
natural to a generous ſoul, that the 
arrogant temper of Dioxippus and 
his connection with Timophanes, 
ſon of the proud Archias, diſguſted 

: him. 
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( 15 ] 
bim. It may be ſo, my Son, rep!1:4 
Ciphiſodorus; but he, perhaps, 18 
only dazled with the ſplendor of that 
falſe greatneſs which Archias aftects, 
or that weakn2ſs may be owing to 
the misfortun2 of Dioxippas in tha 
early loſs of his father, and his fo 
ſoon becoming maſter of him{e!, 
But whatever be the cauſe, let us 
go offer ſacrifice to the Vriendl, 
Jove &), for he alone can direct 


thee how to chuſe a friend. 


Some ſew days after, Philotimus 
and Dioxippus proceeded for Athens. 
T ne firſt attended only by a faithful 
ſlave, the ſecond, followed by an 
almoſt Aſiatic train. Philotimus 
reſided in the houſe of the ſage Cari- 
demus, his father's antient friend; 


— — 
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(b) Jupiter Philios, the God of Friendſhip, 
among the Greeks. 
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but Dioxippus to lodge his numerous 
houſhold bought a ſpacious palace. 
Spight of the obſtacles that inter- 
vened, Philotimus endevored to 
attach himſelf to Dioxippus; but 
hs endevors were abortive. Whilft 
the former in every inſtance diſ- 
played a captivating and generous 
demeanor, the latter met it with 
lu perciliouſneſs and vanity ;_ Philo- 
timus valued himſelf only on the 
talents which he propoſed to acquire, 
and Dioxippus reſtcd all his con- 
fdence on his perſonal per fections; 
Philotimus never ſpoke of himſelf 
and ſcarcely ever mentioned the real 
cry ices which Cephiſodorus had 
performed for lus country; Dioxip- 
pus in the midſt of a croud of 
flatterers dwelt with exulting pride 
en the great actions of his father, 
and becauſe Iſmenias was ſlain in 
his country's cauſe, he held himſelf 
intitled to claim not only the 

indications 
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indications of favor which lis 
fellow Citizens would with vo- 
luntary chearfulneſs have con- 
fer'd upon him, but even ſuch 
reverence and homage as a man 
born to freedom neither can nor 
ought ever to expect from a fre- 
man. Jn ſhort, Plulodmus was 
modeſt, affable and engaging, not 
wedded to his own opinions, ee: 
ready to give car to all advice bre 
not to fix his r-{oluticn till he hid 
maturely weighed it both by te 
light of reſſexion and experienc? : 
he was valiant without terericy ; 
ſteady without ob!tinacy ; fall ef 
veneration for ihe laws of his ſtate 
and inſpired with me ſubumeſt love 
of his country. Divxippns, cn 
the contrary, was vain, choleric 
and pretumptuous, huriizd on by 
a ſavage valor, and ruled by an 
inexorable ſtubborneis; diicerniny 
in great actions civil or military tho 
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renown alone which attended them 
and not the good or evil which 
might prove the reſult thereof. 
Quite unconcern'd in other reſpects 
about the ſtate of the affairs of 
Greece, he could have been moſt 
readily induced to forego his 
quality of citizen of any coun- 
try, io become the vaſſal of a 
maſter, provided that maſter would 
appoint him the inſtrument of his 
oppreſſive tyranny. 


T wo characters ſo diſſonant could 
never feel a mutual ſympathy. 
Therefore no ſooner did theſe 
Thebans become alternately ac- 
quainted, than they began inſenſibly 
to be eſtranged to each other, and 
viſited no more than what decency 
between fellow citizens required. 
Beſides the different preceptors 
whom they choſe contributed ſtill 
more to alice nate them: Dioxippus 

became 
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became the diſciple of the Sophiſt 
Athenagoras, and Philotimus im- 
bibed the doctrines of the Stoic 
Diodorus who with tranſcendent 
reputation filled the chair of his 
maſter Zeno. In this ſchool of 
wiſdom it was that Philotimus 


learned to ſcorn death, or torment 


itſelf more terrible than death, and 
to prize nothing before Liberty and 
Virtue. His hoſt, Caridemus, was 
delighted with the progreſs of the 
Son of his friend, and the reports 
thereof which he tranſmitted to 
Cephiſodorus, elevated that fond 
parent's ſoul with the moſt heart- 
felt joy. 


Philotimus had ſojourned now 
almoſt a ycar at Athens, when a 
Scythian named Siſinnes arrived 
there to be inſtructed in the wifdom 
of the Greeks; for ever ſince the 
kind reception which Anacarſis 


had 
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had experienced from Solon (c), 
there ſubſiſted a hoſpitable inter- 
courſe between the Athenians and 
the Scythians, numbers of whom 
might frequently be ſeen in Greece. 
To the free and ſimple virtue which 
diſtinguiſhed his nation, Sinnes 
joined tne m ſt gentle manners and 
a {cul the moſt exalted and ſenſible 
that ever was. Plulotimus antl 
Sifinnes met for the firſt time at 
the houſe of Diodorus, and their 
utual propcnhity bred a prevention 
in cach other's favor. Confidence 
ſocn followed this reciprocal incli- | 
nation; the oftener they beheld j 
cach other, the more was their incli- [ 


— — 


(c) The friendſhip of Solon and Ana- 
carſis is well rcc..rded. It has been even 
ſuſp.Qed that the hint and ſpirit of ſme of | 
Solon's wiſeſt laws have been partly borrow- 
e ſrom the converſation of that learned 


| 
Scyikuan. See Plutarch, Lucian, &c. | 
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nation eſtabliſhed, and each of them 
diſcovered that that was the auſpt- 
cious hour of Fnendſhip. Philotimus 
who was not ignorant how highly 
that virtue was revered by the 
Scythians who had raiſed a temple 
ſacred to Pylades and Oreſtes, 
regarded this union with Siſinnes as 
the moſt ſignal favor of the Gods. 
They agreed not to ſeparate from 
each other ſo long as they abode at 
Athens, and Philotimus's perſua- 
ſions of Caridemus to receive him 
in his houſe were the ſooner pre- 
valent, as that wiſe Athenian had 
travelled among the Scythians and 
reverenced their virtue. 


Each day enhanced the eſteem 
which Philotimus and Siſinnes had 
conceived for each other. Cari- 


demus, who had an intimate know- 


lege of the human heart, perceived 
that Philotimus had made the hap- 


pieſt 
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Pieſt choice, and congratulated Si- 
ſinnes for having ſcaled the league 
of friendſhip with the ſon of the 
molt reſpectable of the Greeks. I 
am fully conſcious, replied the vir- 
tuous Scythian, how precious that 
friendſhip, which Philotimus hath 
plighted me; but it is not becauſe 
he is tne ſon of Cephiſodorus that I 
am attached to him. I know that 
his illuſtrious father deſerveth bis 
country's warmeſt affection, but J 
ſtudied only the qualities of Philo- 
timus's mind in order to court his 
friendſhip while I profered a return 
of mine. Souls know no anceſtors, 
for we too often find the ſon of a 
hero, a of d:migod, to be no better 
than a deſpicable man. Alas! cried 
Caridemus interrupting him, thy 
obſervation is too juſt, and Dioxip- 
pus teſtifies its truth: how vaſt the 
difference *twixt him and Iſmenias 
his father! But thou, Siſinnes, 

can'ſt 


( 23 ] 
can'ſt only in thy travels find mat- 
ter for theſe gloomy obſervations, 
for every Scythian is by nature good 
and virtuous. No, fage Greek, re- 
plicd Sifinnes ; We are not favored 
by nature beyond other people. If 
vice is rarely found in Scythia, it is 
becauſe education killeth it in the 
natives of our clime, and example 
chaſeth it from the hearts of ſtrangers 
that ſojourn amongſt us. Beſides, 
we are viſited by none but Greeks, 
and ſome of them have even there 
been famous for their virtue. Ariſt- 
ander, that worthy friend of my 
father, was of Greece; Dandamis 
and Scythia ſtill mourn for him. 
What, exclaim'd Caridemus, art thou 
the ſon of Dandamis? of that Dan- 
damis? -O Philotimus, what a hero! 
what a friend! how ineſtimable tlie 
ſacrifice! Fame, dear Siſinnes, hath 
even unto us reſounded the hiſtory 
of thy father, but I will not de- 


prive 
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prive Philotimus of the pleaſure to 
hear thee recount the tale thyſelf. 
My father, rejoined Siſinnes, hath 
only performed the duty of a 
Scythian. Friendſhip is with us the 
chief of virtues. Ariſtander his 
friend accompanied him into Scy- 
thia. The Sarmatians made an in- 
curſion into the country. Ariſtan- 
der became their captive. My fa- 
ther is informed of the diſaſtrous 
event and haſtens to their camp to 
procure his liberty. What ranſom 
doſt thou proffer? ſaid the captain 
of this band of robbers. Myſelf, 
if thou art willing to. receive me, 
replied Dandamis, for I have been 
deprived of all that I poſſeſſed. 
Thy whole perſon is too much, re- 
turned the barbarian, Iſhall content 
me with a part, (4). He then or- 


— 


(4) See Lucian in Toxaris. 
dered 


C251 
dered his eyes to be put out and diſ- 
mitled him together with Ariſtander. 
More exultant in having retrieved 
his friend than afflicted at the Joſs 
which he had ſuſtuined, ny father 
returned to the camp ct the Scytlij- 
ans, M ho weldaned him with ſhouts 
cf applauſe ; and Ariſtander, dis 
daining to enjoy the light which his 
friendhad io treeiy reſicned for him, 

Joprived hiraſelf alto of ngnt. Struc k 
with this generous devotion, my 
country, adopted him for her own and 
beſaught them to paſs the remaind-r 
of their days togetiner in the temp's 
of Friendihip. There they reſided 
happy in cach other's ſociety until 
the death of Ariſtander. Fain werb 
my father foliciy him to the tomb, 
but Ariſtander wich his ex piriag 
breach implorcd him to have cone 
pallion on my vonn, and ne, chu 
he might be enabled to 1: 
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pleaſed my father that I ſhould 
travel into Greece, hoping that 1 
ſhould there make a choice that may 
prove worthy of him ; his prayers 
and mine are heard, for Thave found 
Philotimus. 


Sifinnes and the youthful Theban 
interchanged vows of eternal friend- 
Tp, and the conſtancy of their cha- 
uc ter confirmed the vow. Three years 
vad thus accompliſhed their period 
c' er any cloud obſcured the ſunſhine 
ef their lia ppineſs; they together jour- 
nied through the principal cities of 
Greece, and the advantages which they 
derived from their obſervations fully 
accompliſhed them to render uſeſu} 

ſervice to their reſpective countries 
on ſome future day. Philotimus pur- 
poſed to finiſh the peregrinations of 
his ſriend with Thebes, where he 
noped to detain bim ſor ſome time, 
uhen Siſinnes was conſtrained to re- 


wmrn precipitately into Scythia, on 


an 


{ 27 } 

an account which he had received of 

Mis father's death. Philotimus ſym- 

[4 pathiſed in the ſorrow of his friend, 
but finding it impoſſible to attend 

him, he made him promiſe to re- 

turn into Greece ſo ſoon as his affairs 
permitted. Siſinnes was the lets 

ſcrupuluus in granting ſuch à pro- 

miſe, as, after he had rendered the 

- aft duttes to Dandamis. by a ſa- 
1 lemn ſacrifice to Mithrah, to ths 
F Wind and to his Sword, atteſted b. 
the Scythians in their oaths (e. 
which was the chicf object of tis 
journey, nothing remained to de- 


+ -a__—_ 


„ „„ „„ — 


1 mn. 
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(The Scythians worſhiped the uriver- 
2 ſal principle under the name of Mithrat!. 
7 and held the Air and their Swords in ſacted 
reverence, as the ſymbolds of Life and Deat+ 
| They deſpiſed other nations for their poly- | 
| theiſm, and derided the derics of Home-, 


who are pet p2tually waring with each other. 
j —— See Lucian. 
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tain him in his native country, whi- 
ther he had no apprehenſion of be- 
ing recalled to take the field, the 
terror which foreran the Scythian 


arms being ſuffcient to ſecure them 
in a laſting peacs. 


Plulotimus eſcorted his friend as 
far as Byzantium, and appointed 
watt nun What they ſhould meet the 
following year at Athens. And 
now, to divert the ſorrow excited 
by this ſeparation he ſlowly return- 
ed by the way of Beotia, when ha- 
ving arrived at Cheronea, he was 
informed that without any declara- 
tion of war, and ſolely by the in- 
{tigaticn of Archias, Leontidas and 


Hypatus, three of the principal, but 


moſt diitolute citizens of Thebes, 
Pkebidas general of the Lacedemo- 
nians had ſurprized the Cadmea, 
placed a Spartan garriſon in that 
lortreſs, and had entruſted the go- 


vernment 


4 
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vernment of the town to vie three 
traitors who had given it unto his 
hand: And moreover, that the 
firſt act of authority perſormed by 
Archias and his hated collegues, 
was to drive into exile thoſ2 citizens 
whoſe forticude and virtue would 
have rendered them impatient of 
their tyranny, After this intelli- 
cence, Philotimus fought no more 
than the name of the placz whnther 
they had retired, fully perſuaded 
that he need only to repare thither 
to meet his father. And iramzdiatc- 
ly on being anſwered that the moſt 
conſiderable of the exiled were at 
Tegyra, he directed his courſe to- 
ward that town, where Pelopidaa, 
Cephiſodorus, Melon, Theopom pus 
and many other noble Thebana were 
mourning the diſtreſſes of thor 
country, and conce:ting the means 
of retrieving them. 


23 The 
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The vile Dioxippus, preſum ang 
an the long intimacy that had ſub- 
ited between him and Timophancs 
the fon of Archias, haſtened to 
Thebes, prepared alike with them 
ro oppreſs his native country, 
provided they would ſhare thor 
power with him. But diſcovering 
that the rememb'ranceof his father's 
virtues deterred the tyrants from 
forming any aſſociation with him, 
te took a reſolution to join himielf 
to the exiles, and repares to 
Tegyra, where loudly declaming 
againſt all tyranny, he endevored 
to obliterate the impreſſions which 
his journey to Thebes might have 
made. 'Thus he induced the exiles 
to receive him if not with confidence 
at leaſt with reſpect. But his 
haughtineſs, the impetuoſity of his 
character and the ſmall ſhare of 
reflexion which he poſſeſſed kept 
them all at the moſt diſtant reſerve, 
and 
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and neither did Pelopidas nor the 
other Theban chieftains hold any 
intimacy with him. Philotimus, on 
the contrary, enjoyed their entire 
confidence, and if his young ex- 
perience permitted not the exiles to 
aſk his council in the conferences 
which they frequently held on the 
preſent ſtate of Thebes and on the 
meaſures requiſite to reſtore to her 
her glory and freedom, yet they 
often admitted him among them, 
being fully aſſured of his diſcretion, 
and they let him ſee that, when the 
time for action ſhould arrive, they 
were convinced that his courage 
would juſtify the idea which they 
had conceived and which they ought 
naturally to entertain of the ſon of 
Cephiſodorus. 


Philotimus nevertheleſs enjoy- 
ed at Tegyra a leiſure which 
was the more ſecure as Pelopidas 
and Cephiſodorus had determined to 

be- 
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begin no ente priſe without firſt 
ſeeing how Sparta would reſolve 
concerning Phæbidas's capture of 
the Cadmea, and without knowing 
in what light the Greeks would 
conſider this act of hoſtility, done 
in profound peace againſt a city that 
was free and alſo one of the moſt 
conſiderable of Greece. 


It was now ſome years ſince a 
ſtranger in reſpectable ſtation had 
fixed his reſidence at Tegyra; he 
was of the order of the Magi, and had 
once held diſtinguiſned honours be- 
fore the preſence of the great King 
(J, but had been depoſed from his 
favor by the intrigues of certain 
Satraps who could not endure to 
find that in a court ſo licentious as 
that of Ecbatana, a man ſhould. 
dare to live virtuous. The conduct 
of Miſithres (for that was the 


The King of Perſia, ſo called by the 
Greeks, 


name 
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name of that celebrated Magus) 
was a ſecret reproof of theirs. The 
prince might make com pariſons and 
then they were undone. Therefore 
it behoved them to drive this 
dangerous man from among them. 
They arraigned him of no crimes, 
that the moſt daring calumny had 
not courage to attempt; but they 
accuſed him with the moſt deluſive 
ſemblance of truth, of having 
adopted a ſyſtem of adminiſtra- 
tion hurtful of the public weale, 
and that inſinuation was effectual 
to exclude him from the court of a 
prince of feeble underſtanding and 
whoſe eyes diſcerned not but thro' 
the priſm of flattery. Milithres, 
leſs troubled at his diſgrace than 
ſatisfied to find himſelf reſtored to 
tranquility, retired into Tonia ; but 
diſguſted to find the ſame vices 
reigning there alſo, he abandoned 
Aſia for ever and came to ſeek out a 

retreat 
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retreat in Greece, there to dwell in 
private ſtation, to cultivate wiſdom 
4n his peaceful retirement and devote 
his care to the education of the youth- 
ful Palmis his only daughter. The 
climateof Beotia and delightful ſitua- 
tion of Tegyra invited him to fix his 
manſion there. When that his 
virtues had made him fully known 
to them, all the inhabitants vied 
with each other to render it 
agreeable to him, and by a public 
decree conferred upon him every 


privilege of citizens, except the 


right of aſſiſting in aſſemblies of 
the people, from which, by the 
general law of Greece, all ſtrangers 
are excluded, 


The reputation of Miſithres 
excited in Philotimus an ardent 
defire to be acquainted with that 
good old man, that he might derive 
from his diſcourſes new arguments 

to 
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to invigorate his purſuit of virtue: 


and the ⁊ſteem with which theilluſt- 
rious Theban exiles honored Philo- 
timus, inclined Miſithres to receive 
him with benevolent regard. At firſt. 
they ſaw each other frequently in 
the ſacred grove which ſurrounds 
the temples of the Tegyrean Apollo 
and of Juno, but the wiſe Mi- 
ſithres, ſpeedily charmed with the 
ſagacity and good-nature of the 
Theban youth, introduced him at 
his houſe. No ſooner did Philoti- 
mus behold Palmis but he felt 
vants unknown before, and found 
his heart laboring with ſtrange 
emotions. He had at Athens ſeen 
and been ſtricken with the beauties 
of Aſpaſia and Leontium; his 
ſenſes had been dazzled therewith, 
but till then nothing had ever 
ſpoken to his ſoul. Their artifices 
might have availed to ſeduce him 
for ſome moments ; but the deceit 


which 
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which he diſcovered in them quickly 


diſpelled the clouds of illuſion. He 


knew that borrowed charms were 
far below theartleſs graces of nature, 
and that coquetry can never fill the 
placeof pure ſentiment. Thisdiſtaſte 
made himimagine that heſhould pre- 
ſerve through all his life the indiffe- 
rence which he then enjoyed, and 
that his heart ſhould never yield to 
any other beauties than thoſe of 
fendſhip and beneficence. But the 
view of a beauty ſincere, ſenſible, and 
unaffected, in whoſę yes thecizaſteſ: 
wul was depictured, and wholc 
brow was the ſcar of the true. 
nobility and candor, convyinccd 
Plülotimus that love never loſes 
nis dominion er an ingenuous and 
generous m:ad, On the ther hand, 
the daughter of Miſithres, compar- 
ing Philotimus with the re of the 
Bcotans, and obſerving that he 


14 
2 


poiciied all their ſrecaim and fim- 
Dlicity, 
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plicity, w:thout their dullneſs an? 
ruſticity, and alſo entertaining a 
favorable opinion of his character. 
becauſe ſhe had heard her fathe. 
ſpeak his praiſe, could rot detend 
her ſoul from the invaſion of » 
train of tender feelings, which N- 
was the leſs ſolicitous to viinſand 
as ſhe thought them excited cas 
by friendſhip and eſteem. Ti. 
feelings led her inſenſibly to encer- 
rain the deſire of being beloved b. 
him; but deceived in the pature of 
this deſire, ſhe imagined that the 
only ſought the friendſhip of Philo- 
umus, whilſt a paſſion of a more 
exalted tendency than ſhe ſuſpected 
was ripening at her heart, This 
ignorance of the real ſtate of her 
affections, made her ex pre ſs, in her 
reception of Philotimus, leſs reſerve 
and far more eaſe in her de portment 
than ſhe had ſhewn, if, in the con- 
fuſion of her ideas, ſne had per- 


E ceived 
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ceived the rudiments of that fond 
attachment which were juſt then 
upon the point of diſcloſing them- 
jelves. Philotimus, on the other 
hand, who ſtill more deeply ſtudied 
the changes of his own heart, found 
IMmſelf unable to vanquiſh his em- 
barraſſment. The temidity which 
inſeparably attends on real love, 
the modeſt opinion which Philotimus 
had conceived of himſelf, filled 
him with apprehenſions leſt he 
ſhould never become pleaſing in 
the eyes of Palmis, without whom 
notwithſtanding he ſaw nohappineſs 
reſerved for him. The more that 
love multiphed to his view the 
charms and the virtues of Palmis, 
the leſs hope had he of approving 
himſelf deſerving of them; and 
the more that he imagined himſelf 
inferior to her, the more did his 
deſpondency thereat increaſe, 


The 
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The wiſe Miſithres, enlightened . 
by a long experience and profound 
knowledge of the human heart, 
remaned not for any ſpace of time 
e' er he read in both their eyes the 
firſt impreſſions of « growing love. 
This diſcovery did not perſuade 
him to contradict their mutual u- 
clination. Relying on the princip'e; 
implanted by a .virtuous education 

thin his daughter and Philotumus, 
a ſecret joy glowed in his boſom 
approving their attachment; he 
knew that in generous and noble 
ſouls Love becomes a motive the 
moſt cogent to be virtuous. Beſide 
Philotimus and Palmis were worthy 
of each other, and the paternal 
affection of Miſithres wiſhed, with 
impatient zele, to beſtow his 


daughter on fo eſtinable a Con- 
ſort, 
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The timidity of Philotimus in- 
creaſed ſtill as he perceived that 
Palrnis loſt that freedom which at 
firſt appeared in her demeanor ; he 
imagined that he ſaw averſion in the 
conſtraint which ſucceeded thereto, 
whilſt it was only the preſage of his 
vic ory. Palmis more undeceived 
by reſlecting on herſelf, became 
now conſcious of her paſſion for 
Philotimus, and therefore watched 
her conduct with ſeverer caution. 
Fler looks, which, till that time, 
had never expreſſed to Philotimus 
any thing beyond the ſimple plea- 
ture to ſalute the friend of her 
tather, were now no ſooner directed 
toward him, than they were incon- 
tinently ſnatched away and glanced 
pon ſome other object; and theſe 
U mptonis of the pureſt flame ap- 
p-ared to the diffident Philotimus 
2s demonſtrations of diſlike, Thus 

both 
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both were equally in pain : She, 
from the ſcrupulous reſtraint which 
ſhe had enjoined on herſelf; he from 
the cruel doubts that perſecuted 
him. This ſtate of violence could 
not be of long duration. Love, 
lie the Camelion aſſumes the tint 
of every character, and Palmis and 
Philotimus were actuated bv fenls 
too open and averſe from all dif- 
o112 for his not ſeeking to diſpel 
the incertitude by which he was 
tormented, and for her not ahju- 
ring all diſimulation. 


J love thee, beauteons Palins, 
ud Philotimus at length, aud! 
know in nature no delight equal io 
what I find in telling thee fo. Fur 
ſince I became acquainted with the 
condition of my heart, | ren tent 
ſand times reſoived to conf. ffs wil 
the flame which thou haſt baited 3 
therein, and u: oft did the dich £5; - 
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pire upon my lips. I imagined thou 
wad'ſt fly my preſence. I feared to 
diſpleaſe thee and was ſilent. I 
ſhould not even now perhaps have 
broken this killing ſilence, if it were 
poiſible for me to die without having 
told thee that I would willingly 
have lived for thee. My paſſion, 
ov ety Palmis, is pure and exalted 
as its divin2 principle, and un- 
changable as are thy virtues. Deign 
to tell me what I mult hope or fear, 
tor with a fingle word thou mayeſt 
tix my deſtiny. If I ſhall prove ſo 
wretched as to win no ſhare in thy 
NcQions, the revolutions which are 
juſt now impending over Greece will 
preſent me various occaſions of ter- 
minating a life which could not in 
every moment of its exiſtence be 
dedicated to adore thee. I ſhall not 
deſcribe to thee how great would be 
ray happineſs on thy favorable de- 
claration ; my heart feeleth it thro” 

all 


[ 43 ] 


all its powers, but where ſhould I 
find terms to expreſs it? Philo- 
timus, replied Palmis, my candor 
will not allow me to conceal from 
thee my ſatisfaction at thy tender 
paſſion, and would that my father 
Miſithres did command me to re- 
quite it ! The friendſhip which he 
hath ſo oft expreſſed for thee, in- 
clineth me to hope that he will never 
contradict a virtuous inclination, 
but withont his approbation, I 
neither can nor ought I to give thee 
any confidence. 


Obey your mutual loves, my 
Children, ſaid Miſithres, who juſt 
had overheard the concluſion of their 
diſcourſe ; love and be again be- 
loved, you will become a bleſſing 
to each other, and both will ſoothe 
the cares of my old age. I know 
the reſemblance of your diſpoſitions, 
you are formed to be united. Ce- 

phiſodorusꝰ 


[44 ] 

phiſodorus' prudent fondneſs for his 
icn aſſureth me of his conſent, and 
I now freely grant you mine, At 
theſe words, Philotimus, who had 
thrown himſelf at the feet of Palmis 
and Miſithres, attempted to expreſs 
to them his gratitude and love whic!: 
his broken words de pictured fas 
better than he thought. A tende: 
ſmile and ſerene joy characterized 
the perſect ſatisfaction of the youth 
ful Palmis, and the effuſions 0 
grateful thanks which ſhe beſtov/-d 
on her father aſſured Philotimus in- 
directly of the moſt empaſſioned re- 
turn. I ſhare your tranſports, my 
children, replied Miſithres, but J 
ſoreſee that you will have but a ſhort 
pace of time to devote yourſelves 
to them. Thou, Philotimus, above 
the conſideration of every other pur- 
lait, art bound to ſerve thy coun- 
try; Sparta hath at length made 
known her ſentiments: firm in the 

hated 
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hated maxims introduced by Lyſan- 
der, ſhe hath cenſured Phæbidas 
for having ſurprized the Cadmea 
amid the ſecurity of peace, but ſhe 
would enjoy the perfidy and retain 
the citadel. Pelopidas and Cepiſo- 
dorus, from whom I am juſt now 
come, burn with indignation, and 
breath nought but vengeance. They 
have not imparted to me the pro- 
jects which they may have formed; 
but knowing that I am too vehe- 
ment an enemy to all oppreſſion to 
be a favorer of tyranny, they have 
not ſcrupl'd to acquaint me that they 
were reſolving on ſome high defign. 
Thy illuſtrious fire, my dear Philo- 
timus, will not permit thy arm to 
remain inactive, thou wilt e' er long 
be ſummoned to battle; and I too 
well know thy magnanimity, to 
think that thou wilt heſitate even 
for one inſtant to fly to thy coun- 
try's aid, Seize occaſion of the de- 

lay 
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lay which the wiſdom of thy leaders 
deemeth convenient for the effectual 
execution of their enterprize, to vi- 
fit thy Palmis, itis agreeable to my 
defire ; but when the moment ſhall 
approach, go and deſerve her hand 
or her tears, and be aſſured that 


thou wilt be attended by her prayers 
and mine. 


At this unexpected intelligence, 
Philotimus embraced Miſithres, and 
caſt himſelf at the knees of Palmis, 
bedewing her hands with tears of 
fondneſs : I leave thee, ſaid he, my 
beloved Palmis, Thebes and Cephi- 
ſodorus command my ſervice, I 
go that I may again behold thee 
more worthy of thy virtues. I ſhall 
love thee, be aſſured, even to my 
lateſt ſigh ; if the gods permit, I will 
again return and renew to thee my 
vows of eternal truth. With theſe 
words Philotimus departed and 

haſted 
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haſted to join Cephiſodorus, who 
having confirmed to him all that 
Miſithres had reported, conducted 

him to the houſe of Pelopidas, where 
the other Theban chiefs were met in 
council. There, after having ex- 
plained to him the deſigns which 
they had formed, in order to reſtore 
to Thebes her ancient liberty, they 
directed him to go forthwith to 
Athens, to inform the ſage Cande- 
mus of their intentions, that he 
might warn Pherenicus and the 
exiles who had taken refuge there, 
to hold themſelves equipt for march- 
ing when the hour for action ſhould 
arrive. As Caridemus could not be 
ſuſpected, Philotimus and Cephiſo- 
dorus had from the beginning, a- 
greed with Pherenicus, to impart 
their projects to each other through 
that channel. Philotimus began 
his journey. 


The 
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The object firſt preſented to his 
view on entering the houſe of Cari- 
demus was his bel ved friend Siſinnes 
who returning from Scythia came to 
ſpend his life in Greece in the boſom 
of friendſhip. He judged it expe- 
dient firſt to repair to Athens, in 
hope that if Philotimus was not 
there he might be told by Caridemus 
where he was to be found. Souls 
made for friendſhip, for ſome 
perhaps even in thoſe evil days are 
{till ſurviving, will imagine to 
themſelves what their mutual joy 
was at this meeting. Philotimus 
thought it unneceſſary to conceal 
from Siſinnes the motive of his 
journey, and he applauding the 
noble purpoſe of the Theban exiles, 
earneſtly ſought in company with 
his friend to ſhare the glory and the 
danger of the enterpriſe. 
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The neceſſary meaſures being 
concerted with Pherenicus, Phila- 
timus again ſet out together with 
Siſinnes to return to Tegyra. 
They arrived at the very juncture 
when Cephiſodorus, Melon ald 
Pelopidas were preparing to depart 
for Thebes, upon advice receive: 
from Epaminondas and Charon why 
had remaned in that city. The 
tyrants had not included them ig 
the number of the cxiles, becgulz 
they held them in contempt, die 
one for his poverty and his love of 
itudy ; the other for that he bore 
no part in ſtate affairs The 
arrival of Philotimus gave the more 
pleaſure to the conſpirators, as the 
relation which he gave them of the 
diſpoſitions of Pherenicus and of 
ins aſſociates was equal ts the high 
opinion which they had conceived 
of the {ſentiments of the Thebans. 

F  Siſthnes 
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Siſinnes was introduced to Cupl,i- 
ſodorus by his Son, and the vir- 
tuous Scytinan was from that 
hour accounted worthy to be 
adopted by them for their glorious 
attempt. 


Yet, notwithſtanding the ardor 
which Philotimus expreſſed in the 
icrvice of his country, all his ſen- 
timents were not limited by thoſe 
of duty alone: Palmis, ever preſent 
to his mind, poſſeſſed his ſoul as 
he journied along, and he vas 
happy in the thought that the 
intervening time between his arrival 
and departure would permit him to 
devote ſome moments to Love. He 
flew to the houſe of Miſithres; 
Palmis and her father imagined that 
he was ſtill at Athens: and no 
ſooner did they caſt their eyes upon 
him, than love and friendſhip in 
their moſt gracious ſmiles were 

depictured 


E 
de pictured in their countenanccs. 1 
am come, ſaid Philotimus, to 
repeat my vows to thee, and to 
acquaint thee that thou ſhalt never 
more behold me, if I return not 
worthy the noble fentiments which 
I require from thee. Be thou ſtil] 
my father, wiſe Miſithres , let me 
ever live in thy fond rememb'rance, 
my lovely Palmis, and if I attain 
the happineſs to ſee my country 
ſecure in liberty and peace, then 
every moment of my life ſhall be 
conſecrated to thee. Purſue, my 
ſon, replied Miſithres, purſue the 
great career that lies before thee, 
ſhew thyſelf an honeſt citizen, the 
foe of tyranny and uſurpation ; 
and rely upon the unthaken a!{- 
fection of thy friend and of thy 
wife. For, my ſon, as ſuch do J 
look on Palmis; eſpecially fince 
Cephiſodorus, vith whom I have 
had ſome converſation, wilt tho! 

RA SIN 
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vert abſent at Athens --- What, 
does then my father? --- Yes, my 
dcar Philotimus, replied Palmis, 
he is acquainted with every circum- 
ſtance, he hath applauded our 
loves, and hath alrcady calted me 
his daughter. Philotimus tran{- 
ported at theſe words, gave a looſe 
to the moſt lively manifeſtations of 
love and joy, when Miſithres, warn-- 
ing him of the waſte of time, 
conſtraincd him to forſake the knees 
of Palmis, Go, my beloved Phi- 
leotimus, faid ſhe, I repine not at 
thy duty; but whilſt thou art ful- 
filling, it remember that my life 
dependeth upon thine. Philotimus 
enraptured, kiſſed her hand : Now, 
let us go my fon, ſaid Miſithres, 
I attend thee to thy father whom 


em unpaticnt to embrace once 
ore. 


The 
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The Conſpirators were met to 
proceed for Thebes, they were in 
number only fixty, and of theſe 
no more than twenty could with 
prudence venture to approach the 
town together; the two remaning 
thirds concealing themſelves in am- 
buſh without the walls to avoid the 
ſuſpicion of the FT acedemonians, 
The gallant Theopompus, thre 
bis antient wounds, unequal to 
the toil of a precipitate march, 
was poſted at Legyra vith the 
re ſerved buy of the Conſpirators, 
there to await the coming of 
Pherenicus, and to inſtruct him 
how to act according to accider: 
and circumſtances. 


rom the very firſt ſomatic; 
of the plot, Pelopidas, fcting tue 
unpetuous and raſh temp 5 
Dicxippus, had taken tp... C2; 
not to diſcover to hirn their true 
F i 4 5 


( 54 ] 
intent; but, as it was not poſſible, 
abſolutely, to conceal from him, 
that he was meditating ſome 
important ſtroke, he gave ſome 
hints, that, prompted by his ap- 
prchenſion for the preſervation of 
the reit of Beotia, he was haſtiffy 
to rouſe the other cities thereof, to 
war againſt the Lacedemomans, 
whilſt Theopompus ſhould defend 
Tegyra, which, as the only city 
that retained it's freedom, was 
therefore cf the utmoſt conſe- 
quence. Pelopidas faw it unavoid- 
ably nzceflary to impoſe this deceit 
on Dioxippus, who allied to the 
moſt powerful families in Thebes, 
lad! a numerous body of friends, 
not only arnong the citizens, who 
lecretly w iſhed to tee ti deſtruction 
of their tyrants, but even among 
the conſpirators themſelves. And 
Dioxippus, amuſed by the pretended 
confidence of Pel:pidas, and ima- 


gining 
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gining that Tegyra was the chief 
object of his fears, indulged his 
vain pride in abiding tnere, and 
accounted himſelf the prop of 
Beotia, Even Theopompus, tho? 
related to Dioxippus, commended 
the wiſe precautions of 'Pelopidas ; 
he was not blind to the vices of 
that youth, and was cor.vinced, 
how incumbent it was on all 
of them not to entruſt to his 
imprudence, a cauie that bore 
with it the preiervation of their 
country. 


At length the hour being come, 
the ſixty conſpirators began their 
march, proceeding in this order; 
the twenty appointed firſt to en- 
er Thebes, among whom were 
Philotimus and Siſinnes, were led 
on by Pelopidas and Cepiſodorus, 
and the forty others by Gorgidas 
and Melon, They were cloathed 

in 
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in the dreſs of Peaſants, and that 
dreſs, aided by the night, which 
began to embrown the face of 
nature as they drew nigh the 
gates of Thebes, ſecured them 
from the notice of the centinel; 
and they repaired unobſerved to 


the hoaſe of Charon (g), who 
looked 


6 „„ 


44 Plutarch, in his life of PelopiCas, 
relates a Circumſtance of this famous 


. Cuntpiracy, particularly concerning Charc::, 
_ wiach fo highty charaReriſes republican 


Eeroiſm, and the effects ariſing from a weite 
leginlation, that I beg leave to tranſcril.c 
It ——* They had net bcen long at table 


„ before a rumcr was ſpread among 


„them, uch, though not falſe, ſeeme-l 
uncertzan, and contirmed by no ch 
« cumſtarce,  tHat the exiles lay ſon. e- 
here ccheculed in the city. Fh ilidas 
« did what he could to divert the Git- 
courſe; but Archias fent an citicer to 
% Cha en, to command his iunnediate 
attendance. By this time it was grow- 


— 
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looked for them with impatience. 
By this worthy citizen they were 


informed, 


ing dark, ſo that Pelopidas and his 
friends were preparing for action, having 
their Armor on already, and their ſwords 
girt ; when on 2 ſudden, a great kneck- 
ing was heard at the door, whereupon 
one ſtepping forth to know the mean- 
ing of it, and learning from the Officer, 
that he was come with an order to 
carry Charon to Acchias, he returned 
in great haſte and confuſion, to give 
them an account of this terrible news. 
Every one at firſt believed that the 
whole plot was diſcovered, and that 
they ſhould be all deſtroyed, without 
being able to perform any one exploit 
worthy of their undaunted bravery and 
reſolution. However, they were unani- 
mous in their @pinion that Charon 
ſhould obey the order, and appear 
boidly before the tyrants, as no way 
terrified cr conſcious of any guilt. Charon 
being a man of great firmneſs and in- 
trepidity, was unmovyed at the danger that 
threatened himfelf, but full of concern” 

« for 
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informed, that the tyrants ſeemed 
to be ſunk in the moſt profound 


W 


ſecurity, 


„ 


for the ſafety of his friends; and appre- 


«c 


«c 


«c 


40 


hending that he might be ſuſpeQed of 
treachery, in caſe ſo many valiant citi- 
zens ſhould be deſtroyed, before he left 
the houſe, he went into the womens 
appartment, and brought out his only 
ſon, who was very young, but for 
beauty and ftrength ſuperior to any of 
his age, and with theſe words delivered 
him to Pelopidas.” „ If you find me a 
tra.tor, uſe this boy as an enemy, and be 
cruel in the execution” The af- 
fiction and the magnanimity of Charon, 
crew tears from many ; but it extreme- 


ly troubled them all, that he ſhould 


«c 


10 


«c 


think any one among them could be 
guilty of ſuch baſeneſs, or cowardice, 
at the time of danger, as either to ſuſ- 
pect, or blame his conduct; and they 
moſt earneſtly beſought him not to leave 
his ſon with them, but to remove him 
ſomewhere to a place of ſaſety, that ſo 
he might one day revenge his friends and 
country, if he wes fo happy as to eſcape 

the 
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ſecurity, but that it would be 
;mpraQticable to deſtroy them all 
together ; becauſe that Philidas, 
who, todo the more effectual ſervic: 
co his country, thought it adviſe- 
able to put on the ſemblance of a 
traitor, by joining her oppreſſors, 
could not aſſemble at his houſe 
more than Archias, Timophanes 
and Philippus, to whom he was 
that very night giving a moſt 
ſumptuous banquet ; that as Leon- 
tidas and Hypatus were not of 


— 


the tyrants fury. But Charon abſolutely 


reſuſed to remove him,” ſaying, * What 
life, what ſafety can be more honorable, 
than to die bravely with his father, and 
with ſo many generous friends and com- 
panions ?” Then imploring the pro- 
tection of the Gods, and embracing, and 
encouraging them all, he parted.” —— 


'Twas but a falſe alarm, but the great- 


neſs of Charon's mind is not the leſs to be 
admired. 


the 
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the company, it was by all means 
requiſite that they ſhould divide 
their powers, the better to aſſail 
them all at once, and overthrow 
tyranny by one ſtrenuous effort : 
that accordingly, it were fit that 
Pelopidas and Cephiſedorus, ſhould 
with one body of the Conſpirators 
beſet the houſes of Leontidas and 
Hypatus, whilſt he ſhculd con- 
duct the reſt to that of Phi- 
lidas, that they might ſurprize 
Archias and Timophanes therein. 
Epaminondas, continued he, is in 
immediate readineſs; he hath aſ- 
ſembled, and privately ſupplied 
with arms the loyal citizens, with 
whom he may watch the advanced 
guard of the Lacedemonians, and 
prevent them from receiving ſuch 
of the tyrants or of their adherents, 
as may happen to eſcape from 
them ; but his chief attention may 
be exerted to intercept all com- 

munication 
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munication with the Cadmea, that 
no one may inform the garriſon of 
the ſmallneſs of our number. 


This plan of action meeting 
general approbation, this heroic 
band began their rout in the 
gloom and filence of the night : 
every thing proſpered to their 
wiſhes, the tyrants fell by their 
ſwords ſpight of the reſiſtance of 
their Satellites; and immediately, 
all of them uniting into one body 
at the loud ſhouts of liberty, 
which now reſounded through the 
city, and having opened the gates 
to admit the forces of Gorgidas 
and Melon, fell with irreſiſtable 
impetuoſity on the Lacedemonian 
advanced guard, whom they put 
indiſcriminately to the ſword. Neo 
reinforcement was received from 
the citadel, for the Spartan Go- 
vernor, miſled by the tumult, 


6 and 


[ 62 ] 

and echoed acclamations of the 
people intoxicated by ſucceſs, 
took their ſhouts of joy and the 
wild fury of their motions, for 
the effect of a potent army. 
Moreover, the darkneſs of the 
night deterred him from any 
hazardous attempt, and when the 
morn aroſe to illuſtrate the glory 
of the deliverers of Thebes, the 
opportunity of reſiſting them was 
loft for ever. An enthuſiaſtic love 
of their country, ſpringing up in 
every heart, gave courage to the 
meaneſt, and transformed the 
obſcureſt citizen to a hero. Pe- 
lopidas, Cephiſodorus and Charon, 
were with general applauſe pro- 
clamed rulers of Beotia, and their 
brave compeers by their conſent 
ratified the people's choice. 


Thebes now beheld the dawn 
of liberty; her traiterous ſons 
that 
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that oppreſſed her vitals, were 
now no mere; but whillt ih: Cal- 
men remaned in the hands of the 
] :cedemo:ans, that liberty must 
ever be piccaridus. The leaſt 
delay might be attended with 
danger, a new exertion. of rapid 
courage, was therefore the only 
means to make Bzotia formidable 
to Sparta, They muſt comple:e 
their conqueſt or be ſlaves again. 
This alternative, in which the 
virtuous citizen is not allowed 
his freedom of election, no other- 
viie diſmayed the Theban heroes, 
than as they ſaw that valor 
ſingly, was unequal to the great 
attetapt, unleſs ſupported by one 
of theſe prodigies which heaven, 
to favor virtue, is often ſond of 
interpoling. _ 


In ſuch perplexity were they 
ſuſpended, when Pherenicus, who 
G 2 le: 
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Tet not one moment paſs unim- 
proved, arrived at the gates of 
Thebes, followed by the re- 
mainder of the exiles, joined by 
a conſiderable body of Beotians, 


who filled with affection for their 


native country, and inſpired with 
auſpicious hopes of an enterprize, 
led by Pelopidas and Cephiſo- 
dorus, were ambitious to ſhare 
with them in glory. They formed 
a column of two thouſand men, 
mvincible through the ſentiments 
by which they were actuated. 
The caſaal arrival of this relief 
revived the fainting hopes of the 
Theban leaders. They determined 
forthwith to make a general aſſault 
upon the Cadmea, and that be- 
came the triumph of their virtue, 
the ſeal of their liberty. The 
courage of the Spartans for a long 
tune held the victory in even 
ſcale, till at length Philotimus 


1 


[ 65 ] 

and Siſinnes, who were inſeparabſe 
in every danger of the fight, and 
had vanquiſhed all that were ſo hardy 
as to withſtand their might, Raving 
broke into the place, followed by 
a company of gallant Thebans, 
ranged themſelves for battle upon a 
platſorm adjoining to the ramparts, 
and decided the victory by tht 
achievement the Bcotian arins pre- 
valed on every ſide, and the Cad- 
mea was retaken. 


The ſplendors of ſo bright a «day 
were dimned by the afliiction of Ce- 
pliſodorus: Plulotimus and Sifin- 
nes now fougnt againſt a very fina}l 
number of tlie enemy, which were 
all that reman<d in arms, and were 
prompted by dcſpere, to make re- 
ſiſtance, when Siſiincs was woundl- 
ed by a Spartan foldier. Although 
the wound vis ſperſicial, he, for 
ſome momente, Was renducd de- 
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fenceleſs, and he that inflicted it 
had juſt raiſed his arm to repeat the 
ſtroke, when Philotimus, as quick 
as lightening, caft himſelf between 
his friend and the impending javelin, 
by which he received a deep wound, 
whilſt he avenged that of Siſinnes, 
by the death of the Lacedemonian. 
Mean time, every thing giving way 
to the intrepid valor of Pelopidasand 
Ce phiſodorus; that tender father 
arriving at the ſpot, and beholding 
his ſon weltering in blood, was 
aſſured that he was expiring, and 
forthwith determined to follow him; 
Pelopidas witheld his arm: whilſt 
the wounds of the two friends being 
examined, Siſinnes was found to 
have ſuffered but a ſight one; 
Philotimus was in far more danger, 
Þut the hurt was not pronounced 
mortal, and every heart relieved 
from apprehenſion, was filled with 


the 
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the eſteem and admiration of a deed 
of ſuch tranſcendent virtue. 


Siſinnes, whoſe health was very 
ſoon eſtabliſhed, paſſed every mo- 
ment of the day in anxious atten- 
dance on Philotimus. He uſed no 
aſſeverations of his gratitude ; re- 
fined and exalted friendſhip is a 
ſtranger to that term, employed by 
none but vulgar ſouls, to expreſs 
the approbation which they are con- 
ſtrained to beftow on virtuous ac- 
tions, that exceed their own abili- 
ties; but Siſinnes teſtified to Phi- 
lotimus the joy he experienced at 
being indebted for his life, to a 
friend, for whom he would have 
freely ſacrificed his own. When, 
by the prompt aſſiſtance of art and 
watchful care of Cephiſodorus and 
Siſinnes, Philotimus was reſtored to 
health and vigor: My beloved 
friend, he thus addreſſed Siſinnes, 

| thou 
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thou ſurely, even until now, 
haſt imagined that my ſoul is ani- 
roated with no ſentiments but thote 
of our ſriendſhip alone; the indit- 
ference which thou did'ſt perceive in 
me, during our abode at Athens, 
for the objects of every other paili- 
on may juſtly have inclined thee to 
think ſo: but though that friendſhip 
conſtitutes my happineis, it does 
not render it compicte. Love hath 
uſurped a dominion in my heart, 
ſince I firſt reſided at Tegyra. I 
love, I adore the ſuireſt work of the 
creative hand of Nature. Others 
are called beautiful and virtuous, 
but thon, O Palmis, art Beauty, 
art Virtue itſelf ! Nourtured by the 
tender care, and taught by the pre- 
cepts of the moſt vencrable of man- 
kind, ſhe, my friend, hath all that 
can make a conſort happy; end 
my father, Who applauds my pat- 
ſion, will not refuſe to com plæte my 

ardent 
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ardent wiſhes, ſo ſoon as Bectiz 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed in peace. My 
intention, when we together de- 
parted from Athens, after muſter- 
ing the exiles who lay concealed 
there, was to make thee acquainted 
with the charming object of my love; 
in fulleſt confidence, that thou, 
my dear Siſinnes, would'ſt approve 
my choice, and that the eſteem 
which the virtues of Palmis would 
inſpire thee with, would promote 
thy happineſs, when therein thou 
ſaweſt that of thy friend fo firmly 
enſured. But thou knoweſt that 
the moment of our arrival at Tegyra 
was almoſt that of our departure for 
Thebes, every meaſure being con- 
certed for that glorious revolution, 
which completed the deſtruction of 
our tyrants. Therefore, I had only 
time ſufficient to preſent thee to my 
ſather, and to give Palmis aſſurance 
of my conſtancy. Now, for before 
this 


: 
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this time, fame has ſurely told at 
Tegyra, together with the news of 
our victory, that I have been 
wounded ; I centreat thee by our 


friendſhip to go thither, to inform 
Palmis and Miſithres her father of 


my ſafety; and declare to them, 


that my fondeſt deſire is to live in 
their hearts, even as they in mine, 
Tell them, beſides, that when my 
duty ſhall allow it, I will fly to 
claim my happineſs, and to implore 
Miſithres and Palmis to ratify it for 
ever, before the altar of the Gods. 
Yes, my dear Plilotimus, replied 
Siſinnes, I obey thy requeſt with 
pleaſure, and rely on my ardent 
zele to ſerve thee. Thy Palmis, e'er 
long, ſhall be aſſured of thy faith- 
ful paſſion ; and that thou art weil 
deſcrving of her love, as I am per- 
ſuaded ſhe is worthy thine, My 
journey ſhall encounter no delay, 
that friendſhip which urges my de- 
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parture ſhall haſten my return to 
thee. The Gods, Ihope, ordain it 
ſo, replied Plilotimus; thou art 
now become wellnigh a Theban, 
and my country, who numbers 
thee of her deliverers, may juſtly 
call upon thee to accomplith the 
great work thou haſt begun. Thou 
haſt only at thy diſpoſal the few 
moments of tranquility, which we 
enjoy from the truce procured to 
us by the aſtoniſhment of the Spar- 
pans ; and J exult in the proſpect of 
our being aſſociates in arms to the 
termination of the war. Siſinnes 
ſet out, after he had viſited Cephi- 
ſodorus, who beſaught him to greet 
Miſithres for him, and to aſſure 
Palmis of his impatience to ſee her 
immediately united in marriage with 
his ſon. 


No ſooner did Siſinnes reach 
Tegyra, than he repared to the 
houſe 
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houſe of Miſithres. That good old 
man was plunged in afflicton, which 
was the more poignant as he was 
forced to ſmother it within his breaſt, 
the better to alleviate the deſpere of 


Palmis; a lying rumor had report- 


ed to them, that Philotimus, by a 
mortal wound, had cloſed his days; 
and the diſconſolate maid, ever 
ſince that killing news, dwelling 
on the gloomy ideas of the anguiſh 
in which ſhe pined away, neither 
looked, nor hoped, nor ſighed for 
any thing but death. In vain did 
ſhe pour out the bitterneſs of her 
ſoul in the boſom of her father ; in 
vain did the wiſe old man employ 
all the powers of Philoſophy to per- 
ſuade her to be reſigned to the diſ- 
penſation of fate, to ſupport with 
calmneſs an irreparable calamity : 
her ſoul could not liſten to the voice 
of conſolation; and the conſoler 
himſelf was betrayed in his endevors 


by 
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by the tears which he involuntarily 
droped to the memory of the gene- 
rous Philotimus. Palms watched 
theſe tears, and caſting herleit into 
her father's arms, nuxed her laments 
with his, while their grief, inſtead 
of being pacificd by communicati- 
on, the rather increaſed, «nd from 
the merit of its object, derived ſtil} 
new vehemence. Oft times, un- 
able to ſuſtain the preſence of bis de- 
{pairing daughter, would Milithres 
ſeize the moments, when the {ſpirit 
of Palms, born down by the weight 
of her misfortunes, gave reſpite 10 
her wailings, to vent his ſorrows in 
retirement, and to mourn his un- 
happy child and the untimely fate 
of the huſband whom he deſigned for 
her. In one of theſe occaſions, Si- 
ſinnes preſented himſelf before him. 
At the firſt words he uttered, Mi- 
fithres recollecting to have ſeen him 
in company with Cephiſodorus: 

H Woe 
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Wee is me! he exclamed, we have 
then loſt him for ever, and thou un- 
doubtedly art come to mix thy tears 
with ours, -in the bloom of youth ! 
and u hile he diſplayed fo bright 
a dawnof every virtue l-ah! lucklcts 
Philotimus !--- What haſt thou ſaid, 
replied Siſinnes in amaze? our 

alarms are diſpell'd, and Thebes, 
whoſe hope and glory he is, rejoices 
at his reſtoration to health, ” 
Propitious Heaven! cried the old 
man, ſhedding tears of joy, he is 
yet alive! He hath gained his 
country's applauſe! he, 
But, generous ſtranger, continued 
Miſithres, while he claſped him in 
his embrace, be pleaſed to follow 
me, come and reſtore my languiſh- 
ing child to life ; and with haſty 
ſtep (for joy in that inſtant had re- 
ſtored to him his priſtine vigor) he 
led Siſinnes into a remote apartment 
of the houſe, where Palmis, pale, 

dejected, 
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dejected, and in gloomy ſilence was 
feeding the diſmal Ideas of the ca- 
lamity which ſhe was perſuaded had 
befallen her. My daughter, my 
beloved Palmis, faid Milithres, 
catching her in his arms, behold a 
guardian deity comes to wip2 away 
thy tears: my friend, my fon, 
thy huſband, his country's hero, 
Philotimus 1s living. living! 
cried Palmis: She could expreſs no 
more. The viciſſitude to ſuch ex- 
ceſs of joy deprived her of the pow- 
er to ſpeak; this ſudden tranſiti- 
on from extreme affliction to a plea- 
ſure as extreme, was ſucceeded by 
a revolution too powerful to be en- 
dured, by a body waſted with af- 
fiction, and who, for ſeveral days, 
refuted the uſe of every nounth- 
ment; her eyes, which in this un- 
expected gleam of hope, ſhot forth 
ſome rays of happineſs, became 
extinct, and ſhe ſunk inanimate tw 
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the ground. Miſithres, again over- 


whelmed 1n ſorrow, and in a condi- 
tion well nigh as deplorable as hers, 
upbraiding himſelf for not having 
prudently avoided to affect the ſenſi- 
bility of ſo fond a lover, by gradually 
preparing her for the happy change, 
now exerted his utmoſt care to re- 
ſtore her to life, and Siſinnes melt- 
ed beyond his apprehienſion, at this 
tender ſcene, added his Endeavors. 
How inexpreſſibly affecting to be- 
hold Palmis, while thus ſhe lay ſuſ- 
p<nded betwixt life and death! A 
deathlike paleneſs was diffuſed over 
that countenance where, notwith- 
ſtanding, every grace fat enthroned. 
This tight encreaſed the emotion of 
Siſinnes' ſoul ; beauty, it ſhould 
ein, acquires a new dominion over 
our hearts, even in the very mo- 
ment when we tremble fur her. 
Compaſſion conſpireth with our ſen- 
timents of admiration, and pierceth 

our 


99 1 


our hearts with wounds, which are 
the more dangerous, as we wmputc 
to humanity alone, the tears which 
are derived from a riſing love. At 
length Palmis was reftorcd to her- 
{elf : And is he yet alive? ſhe re- 
pcated, fo ſoon as ſhe could ſpake ; 
and ſhall I then again bel. old hun ?-- 
and is he? Yes, my daughter, 
replied Miſithres, we Eave been de- 
c:ved by a ſalſe report, he lives, hc 
ies thee with unczaiing ardor, 
and ſends the brave Siſinnes, his 
fricud and companion 14 war, to ai- 
ſure thee of his faich. Rly heart, 
replicd Palmis, will ſcarce yield to 
truſt that flattering hope; Ah! do 
not impoſe upon me Do not, thro' 
eruel pity Can it be true, 
that he is reſtored to me — my 
father! What? Phliloticn.s, 
— place no confidence in what 
I ſay, fair Palmis, ſaid Sinnnes in- 
terrupting her; but let thy un 
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eyes convince thee of Philotimus's 
ſafety, and of his tender paſſion for 
thee. He then dclivered her a let- 
ter, which his friend had written, 
to the following purport. 


PHILOTIMUS to PALMIS. 
Y friend, Sinnes, will in- 


M form thee, that the firſt word 
that iſſued frem my lips, the mo- 
ment I was able to utter an articu- 
ſated ſound, was the beloved name of 
Palms. The debility which ſtill re- 
manes, in conſequence of my wound, 
prevents me from deſcribins my af- 
teflion for ibee, in terms as ardent 
& my wiſhes. But, deareſt Pulmis, 
hai bot no doubt either of my ten- 
der love or conflancy, and I need do 
no more than to relieve thy appre- 
henſ.on for my ſafety. Preſerve ſor 
me that invaluable treaſure, thy 
heart, for in that, thou knoweft is 

centered 
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centered the completion of my bigbeſ 
happineſs. My duty will, perhops, 
for ſome time longer, detain me 
from thy preſence : for exclufive 
of the obſlacle thereto ariſing from 
my preſent condition, I am bound 
to juſtify the eſſeem with which 
Thebes have honored me, and 10 
continue to ſhew myſelf deſerving 
of thee. Be not reſerved in ex- 
preſſing thy ſentiments before Si- 
finnes, who is my ſecond felf , I 
ſhall aſk him a thouſand queſtions, 
even concerning the very circum- 
Hances of which thy anſwer may 
Sufficiently inform me. PFarewel, 
my deareſt Palmas. 


Yes ! ſhe with rapture exclamed, 
if on the poſſeſſion of my heart thy 
happineſs is founded, then ſurely, 
beloved Philotumus, thou art happy. 
But tell me, O Siſinnes, ſay, I 
conjure thee by the ſacred friend- 

ſhip 


801 

ſhip thou beareſt him, if I have any 
future cauſe of fear ? What do 1 
ſay ? fool that Tam! While he is 
preparing to return to battle, can 
I aſk if there be any cauſe of fear ! 
Let him, O Siſinnes, obey the voice 
of glory, I yield, fince fo it muſt 
be, and that his duty commandeth 
it, but let him heedfully avoid every 
raſh adventure. Yet, cruel hea- 
ven! what would be my fate? 
what would betide my father, who 
places his chieſeſt conſolation in the 
hopes of calling him one day his 
ſon ? Deſcribe to him, in the moſt 
vivid terms, the condition in which 
thou didſt juſt now find me; 
that he may preſerve me from the 
tryal of any new alarms, for I am 
conſcious of my inability to with- 
ſtand them. Overpowered and af- 
flicted as I am, both with my late 
ſorrows and the joy which now ſuc- 
ceeds to them, a freſh calamity 

would. 
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would put a period to my days, and 
cut ſhort the life of a tender father, 
who lives only through me.------But 
give Philotimus all poſſible aſſurance 
that my life dependeth upon his, 
and that his diſconſolate Palmis,---- 
Yes, ſaid Siſinnes interrupting her, 
I ſhall with execteſt care fulfil thy 
directions, and will report thy paſ- 
ſion to him, of the purity of which 
there ſurely can no doubt remain. 
I will endevor, in moſt lively co- 
lors, to paint to him thy exceſſive 
anguiſh, thy fears and joys; and 
by the power of words to promote 
his happineſs, and even augment 
his love of thee, if ſo great a love 
can receive encreaſe. Yes, lovely 
Palmis, Philotimus was very dear 
to me, to him I owe my life ; but 
thou haſt found the art of binding 
me ſtill cloſer to him. How preci- 
ous, ye Gods, is not that heart 
which thou haſt deemed worthy of 

thine ! 
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thine! What inaffable delight to 
ſhare— to be, oh heaven ! the 
object of thy choice, thy love 
But I ought to haſten my depar- 
ture ; I ought to fly to complete 
the joy of the too happy Philotimus. 
A delay protracted any longer would 
make me blameable, and his friend- 
ſhip might arraign me of unwilling- 
neſs to gratify his impatience. 
Write to him then, divine Palmis, 
for every conſideration urgeth me to 
leave thee ſpeedily. Thus ſaying, 
he went out, followed by Miſithres, 
and whilſt they were taking a hght 
refreſhment, Paimis wrote the fol- 
lowing letter. 


PALMIS to PHILOTIMUS.. 


Vas juſt reſigning myſelf 10 
death, my dear Philotimus, whe» 
thy friend Sifiunes arrived to tell me 
that thou art living, and to aſſure 


his 
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me that thou dot ſtiil lave me with 
wnabated ardor. Why, unkind ! 
didft thou not reflect, before you 
marched out to battle, that the 
ſlighteſt alarm was enough to de- 
prive me of life? Shoul'ft thou not 
have diſpatched a ſervant the mo- 
ment that the engagement ended, 
t9 inform me of the reſult, and 10 
diſpel my apprehenfions * T ſhould 
vave learned that thou wert wound- 
ed, but have Prep that thou wert 
only wounded ; my ſou would 
have repoſed on 14 and I ſhould 
perhaps, have diſregarded the ter- 
rifying remors that were propa- 
gated of thy death. Thou haſt been 
on the very point of laſeing the 
Fondeſt and moſt faithful lover ex- 
fling : for had Siſinnes tarried 
but one day longer, I had been no 
more. Yes, preſume to beſeech me 
to preſerve my beart for thee, 
Have the confidence to require the 

£ontt- 


841 

continuance of an affection, the ve- 
hemence of which hath juſt urged 
me to the gates of death. Ab! 
cruel ! it is rather I that may have 
reaſon to ſuſpect the truth of thine, 
fince thou art ſo regardleſs of the 
preſervation of thy life. But vir- 
tue, but friendſhip would have it ſo, 
True, but could'ſt thou not have 
protected Sifinnes with thy ſhield, 
without expoſing thy perſon to the 
Javelin of his foe ? Say, my dear 
Philotimus, had'ſt thou then one 
thoug ht of Palmis ? But why theſe 
expoſtulations ? It may be appre- 
hended, that I blame thy heroic ex- 
plouit : no, Philotimus, a coward 
friend, I am conſcious, could never 
yet be found a faithful lover; but 
endeavor to reconcile friendſhip and 
renoun with love; and amid the 
new dangers which, perhaps, thou 
art juſt now preparing to encounter, 
remember, I implore thee to re- 

member, 
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member ſtill, that if thou art dev9- 
ted to thy country, thou art al/9 
devoted to thy Pulmis. Adieu, my 
dear Philotimus, adieu. 


Palmis had ſcarce concluded her 
letter when Siſinnes returned to tak 
leave of her. Farewel, virtuous Si- 
ſinnes, ſad ſhe, taking him by the 
hand, farewel ; be the guardian of 
my huſband, be vigilant, Lentreat 
thee, to preſerve the life of my 
Philotimus, of thy friend Philoti- 
mus. Friendihip is the ſiſter cf 
T ove, and my heart reſts all its 
hopes on thine. She would have 
prolonged her urgent ſupplications, 
and given vent to a new train of 
fears, if Siſinnes, who ſcarcely could 
diſguiſe the agitation of his foal, 
had not haſted to repeat his pro- 


miſſes to her, and forthwith de- 
parted, 
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He had ſcarce paſled from the 
gates of Tegyra when, in deſtraction 
at the gloomy condition of his mind, 
and the conflict of paſſions with 
which it was ſhaken, but above all, 
at finding himſelf unable to chate 
from thence the faſcinating image 
of the lovely Palmis: What means, 
he cries, this tempelt that racks my 
ioul ? muſt I find that I have till 
now lived in happy philoſophic 
tranquility, only to behold it diſ- 
pelled at the firſt view of the wiſe 
of my friend ? Of a woman who 
neither loveth me, nor can poſſibly 
be induced to love me, and to 
whom my paſſion muſt never be diſ- 
cloſed ? I cannot hide from myſelt 
the fatal truth; yes, I feel that I 
adore Palmis, who is already eſ- 
pouſed to Philotimus. Yet, what 
end can I propoſe thereby ? ſhall I 
break the ſacred bonds of friend- 

ſhip ? 
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flip? ſhall I betray a brave, a 
virtuous man, and ſtrike a dagger 
in his boſom, in return for the life 
which he has preſerved to me? No. 
Let m2 ever continue to be deſer- 
ving of my friend, of my tountry, 
where my name will become a re- 
proach, of the virtuous Dandamis 
my father, and laſtly cf myſelf. 
Palmis ſhall never know I love her; 
frindſhip ſhall aid me with reſolution. 
to ſuppreſs my ſentiments in eternal 
flence, or at leaſt to diſguiſe them 
ſo effectually, that they ſhall for 
ever eſcape the obſcrvation.cither of 
Philotimus or her. I will accompliſh 
ſomething more. I will haſten to 
bring about the moment that ſhall 
unite them.--------Alas! and muſt. 
I never call her mine! Oh! cruc! 
heaven! Why was Philotimus .. 
bleſſed, as to be the firſt preſented to 
her view.? Perhaps, with Dci.1:8 
cqually propitious, I too could have 
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perſuaded her to accept the offering 
of my heart.-----But, how vainly 
do I repine ! I am ſhut out from 
every hope: and to be led devious 
by the moſt diſtant ray, were to 


become a moniter of ingratituda 
and perfidy. 


Such, or even more melancholy 
were the reflections that rent the 
heart of this virtuous Scythian, But, 
immutable in his principles, though 
de could not forget the charms of 
Palmis, he yet was maſter of him- 
(elf, ſo far as not to feed a paſſion 
which his reaton diſcommended. 
Theſe were his reſolutions when he 
rejoined his friend Philonmus. 
'F hat youthful hero was now almoſt 
eſtabliſhed in perfect health; the 
preſence of Siſinnes and letter from 
Palmis completed his recovery, and 
ſcarce was he recovered when the 
Thebans made preparation to re- 

pulſe 
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pulſe Cleombrotus king of Sparta, 
who was coming to deluge Beotia 
with a numerous army; but all his 
deſigns were ſeen through, all the 
cities of that territory had declared, 
their attachmert to Thebes ; and: 
Cleombrotus,. who was aſſured that 
bis preſence alone would effect a. 
conqueſt, perceived by. this firſt 
r:{olution of the people, that it 
would not prove an eaſy victory. 
The Theban forces under Pelopidas 
their general, marched. out to op- 
poſe him. The two armies came to 
an engagernent between Tegy ra 
and Platea; the battle was fierce 
and obſtinate, and victory was for 
a long, time ſuſpended in even bal- 
lance: at length it was juſt prepon- 
derating on the ſide of Lacedemon, 
when Philotimus and Siſinnes fol- 
lowed by ſour hundred of the moſt 
gallant youths of Thebes, ruſhed 
on the v ing of the Spartan phalanx, 
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and vanquiſhed the ſtouteſt oppoſi- 
tion, broke their lines, and put 
them to the rout. This was as 1t 
were the ſignal of victory. Pelopi- 
das took prompt advantage of his 
enemy's confuſion, and by aſſailing 
him at once on every ſide, deprived 
him of the appellation of invincible. 
Cleomnbrotus with admirable addreſs, 
converting his attack into defence, 
ſaved himſelf from the diſhonor of a 
total overthrow : and the Theban 
commander, contented with the 
clory of being the firſt man that 
ever forced a Spartan to turn his 
dack in flight, judged it not ad- 
viſable to hazard the victory, by 
urging them to deſpere. Cleom- 
brotus gave up the field, and re- 
treated in good order ; his troops, 
accuſtomed of themſelves to return 
to the charge, were ſtill redoutable, 
and Pelopidas thought he had ſuffi- 
ciently atchieved, by ſhewing The- 


bes, 
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bes that Sparta might be vanquiſh- 
ed on the open plain. 


And now the name of Philotimus 
reſounded thro' the Theban army, 
whilſt the captains with unanimous 
applauſe, confeſſed that the con- 
queſt was purchaſed by his valor. 
Forthwith they prepared to crown 
him, and all waited with ardent im- 
patience to reward his virtue, when 
lo! his band of four hundred war- 
riors was ſeen approaching at a diſ- 
trance, ſome of them bore Siſinnes 
wounded on their ſhields, but Phi- 
lotimus was miſſing of their number, 
The joyous ſhouts died away into 
murmurs of grief; they ſought 
him out among the dead, but their 
ſearch was ineffectual; hope was 
not yet totally extinct, when Siſin- 
nes, at length reviving from a ſwoon 
in which he lay through loſs of 
blood, cried with a feeble voice, 

Philotimus 
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Philotimus is living, but he is Cle- 
ombrotus's captive. The enemy's 
numbers oppreſſed him, and bere 
bim down, while I, at that ſame 
inſtant, covered over with wounds, 
was rendered unable to defend his 
liberty. For any thing, beſide for- 
get your apprehenſions, he has re- 
ccived no hurt, at leaſt none that 
can be attended with fatal conſe- 
quence. At this relation, Pelopi- 
das conceiving hope that he ſhould 
very ſoon redeem him {rom the ene - 
my, calmed the vchemence of his 
grief. Siſinnes'“ wounds, upon in- 
ſpection, were found to have reach- 
ed no mortal part, and it was re- 
ſolved in a council of the chiefs, ta 
diſpatch an herald to Cleombrotus, 
offering ten Spartan captains in re— 
turn for Philotimus. 


During theſe tranſactions in the 
Theban camp, Cleombrotus reſol- 
ved 
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ved to take advantage of the night, 
to obliterate the ſhame of his de- 
fait by ſome bold, important ſtroke. 
Accordingly he placed himſelf at 
the head of a ſclect body of two 
thouſand men and marched ſtraight 
toward Tegyra, which was but a 
few miles diſtant, with deſign to take 
that city by ſurpriſe. He reached the 
town about the middle of the night, 
and approching in profoundeſt ſi- 
tence, placed his ſcaling ladders 
againſt the walls; already had ſc- 
veral ſoldiers mounted to the ram- 
parts, when the brave Theopom- 
pus who with Dioxippus remaned 
at Tegyra, and who ſince the ar- 
rival of the Spartan forces in the 
neighbouring territory had kept a 
double guard, perceiving the mul- 
titudeupon the walls, ruſhed quick- 
ly to that quarter, accompanied by 
Dioxippus andall the Thebans, and 
Tegyreans that were preſent with 
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them. Whilſt the reſt of the citizens 
ran to take up arms, they valli- 
antly withſtood the fury of Cleom- 
brotus, who finding himſelf diſco- 
vered, attempted to carry by aſ- 
fault what he cou'd not accompliſh 
by ſurprize. And now the ladders 
being overturned, and all the citi- 
zens aſembled, Theopompus open- 
ed the gate and drove like lightning 
on the enemy; the Spartans aſto- 


niſhed at this vigorous attack, at - 


firſt gave way; they rallied and 
the generous Theopompus fell 
transfixed with their javelins; but 
Dioxippus purſuing the intention 
of that illuſtrious Theban, at 
length repelled Clembrotus, who 
having loſt eight hundred men in 
the aſſault, was forced to retire. 
The victorious Dioxippus was ado- 
red by the Tegyreans as their guar- 
dian deity; and on that very day 
the people ratified a decree to con- 
ler on him the crown of parſly and 
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Jaurel, reſerved for the brows &f 
thoſe who diſtinguith themſelves 
in their country's defence, and to 
add the greater ſplendor to this 
indication of their favour, they 
further enacted and commanded, 
that he ſhou'd be rewarded there- 
with on the day of the feſtival of 
the Tegyrean Apollo, which was 
ſhortly to be ſolemnized in moſt 
pompous manner. 


In the interval of theſe events 
how fared the afflicted Palmis ? She 
in the mean time, by the punctual 
care of Siſinnes, was acquainted 
both with the glory which Philoti- 
mus had won, and with the unlucky 
accident of his captivity. Alas! 
Cried the, why does every way ward 
chance conjoin to delay my happi- 
neſs? Philotimus groans in bondage 
at Sparta, and Siſinnes himſelf re- 
tarded by his wounds, could not de- 

liver 
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liver me from this misfortune! Thus 
every circumſtance conſpires to vex 
the ſondeſt love & pureſt friendſhip ! 
thus does fortune ſport in perſecu- 
ting virtue! O! my Plilotimus ! how 
long am I doomed to be robbed of 
the joy to behold thee, to hear thee 
expreſs thy great affection for me, 
to diſcern thy paſſion in thy eyes, to 
let thee read in mine the ardent re- 
turn thereto with which thou haſt 
inſpired me? Have the perverſe 
fates yet any higher ſuffering in 
ſtore for me? Alas! the fates had 
fo decreed it, and were even then 
preparing to involve her in more 
alarming dangers.--------Dioxippus 
ſaw her at the Temple and was ſmit- 
ten with her charms, his ſavage ſoul 
was ſeen to relent, but his violent 
temper and impatient of the leaſt 
delay, and the ſacrifice was hardly 
ended when he thus accoſted her : 
Well may'ſt thou exult, fair excel- 
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E-nce, in the ſplendor of thy charms; 
till now I never knew the power of 
tove; the glory of ſubduing me to 
his dominion was referved for thee : 
why ſhould the dehverer of thy 
country fear to be refuſed ? I there- 
fore offer thee my hand, prepare to 
accept that envieꝗ honor. The ar- 
rogance of this declaration and com- 
manding tone in which it was ex- 
preſſed would have irritated any one 
of far leſs ſenſibility than Palmis, 
even though her heart had rot been 
pre- poſſeſſed by another object. 
But to her the proud Dioxippus 
appeared only to be contemptible ; 
happy in her own dignity, ſhe was 
not readyly offended with the ſen- 
timents or expreſſions of thoſe who 
felt no concern therein; ſhe there- 
fore unmoved by reſentment, and 
with the nobleſt truth replied: 1 
cannot, Dioxippus, liſten to any 
aſſeverations of thy love ; my faith 
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is plighted and I with not to regaia 
my liberty; ſhe offered to retire. 
Thou not free! replied Dioxippus 
whilſt he endevored to detene her. 
What! art thou, ſo young, already 
ſubjected to Hymen's laws? No, re- 
turned ſhe, but I have yielded up 
my heart, which ſhall be faithful to 
its vows; here ſhe again attempted 
to be gone. Stay, beauteous Te- 
gyrean, ſtay, ſaid Dioxippus ; con- 
ſider my rank and honors: I wiſh to 


mare the glory of them with thee , 
I cannot ſuffer that ſuch a ſtore of 


charms ſhould crown the happineſs 
of any other; an obſcure rival is 
not deſtined to contend with me 
for thy heart. An obſcure rival, 
exclamed Palmis! What! Philo- 
timus, the guardian hero of The- 
bes, the conqueror of the Spartan 
legion.-----And is it him thou haſt 
preferred to me ? Is Philotimus the 


man to whom thy heart it attach- 
ed? 
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ed ? By what atchievement hath he 
deſerved to be compared with me ? 
Reſign, I pray thee, reſign ſuch 
abject, ſuch ignoble ſentiments ; 
Dioxippus only is worthy of thee, 
Palmis, provoked at the inſolent 
contempt for his rival which he 
dared to expreſs, could not with- 
hold ſome ſarcaſms, prompted by a 
generous indignation, but the paſ- 
ſion of Dioxippus acquiring ve- 
hemence from oppoſition : I have 
dwelt too long, ſaid he, on ſuppli- 
cation, Tegyra ſhall decide betwixt 
Philotimus and me, we ſhall ſee if 
gratitude will permit her citizens to 
heſitate between us. Thus ſaying he 
left her, whilſt his eyes flaſhed with 
pride and anger. Palmis, with looks 
expreſſing her abhorrence, and ſcarce 
able to ſupport herſelf, haſted to ſee}; 
conſolation in the .arms of Miti- 
thres,O my father, cri'd the, her voice 
wterrupted by ſighs, what a rival 
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hath envious fate oppoſed to Philo- 
timus! Dioxippus.----------W hat ! 


 Dioxippus,------—-Yes, the deteſt- 
able Dioxippus would compel me 
to furrender my hand to hun. 
Alas ! what force ſufficient to extort 
my compliance, even though I had 
not loved Philotimus ? An uncon- 
querable horror ſeizeth me as often 
as I behold that haughty, ſuperci- 
lious man; at his preſence my 
blocd regurgitates toward my heart, 
and he it is that would perſuade me 
to forget my ſolemn vows ! Me, 
my father, me who for Philotimus 
would diſdain a proffered world ! 
And, who 1s this preſumptuous 
Dioxippus ? inflated with a ſucceſs, 
the glory of which he inherits only 
by the death of the generous Theo- 
pompus, he thinks every thing 
mould bend to his deſire; he no 
more remembers that none of our 
citizens reſpected him before this 

attempt 


F 101 


attempt of the Lacedemoman , but 
his vanity, puffed up by the ho- 
nors which they have decreed him, 
hath perſuaded him to imagine him- 
felf equal to a demigod ; love, 
promiſſes and vows are all to be for- 
gotten when he ſpeaks.--------Be 
comforted, my deareſt Palmis, faid 
Miſithres, he can obtene thee from 
none but me, and thou knoweſt me 
too well to fear that I ſhould pre- 
fer him to Philotimus. I doubt 
not, my father, of thy opinion; 
but, the monſter — he hath threa- 
tened to demand me from tlie peo- 
ple as the reward of his deſerts, 
but, I will not live to become his 
ſlave. Could I be capable of ſor- 
getting thee, my beloved Philoti- 
mus, could I be united with the 
man who dared to deſpiſe thee ?. 
O! ali ye Gods! rather let m 

heart Collect thyſelf, my child, 


replied Miiithres ; he will not ven- 
K 3 ture 
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ture to tear thee from thy father's 
arms ; nay more, I am attached to 
the Tegyreans only by the rights 
of hoſpitality, and thoſe do not de- 
mand that I ſhould ſacrifice my 
daughter. I would far rather a- 
bandon my retirement, and forſake 
their town, than conſent that thou 
ſhould'ſt violate thy firſt engage- 
ment. However, prudence re- 
quires that thou ſhould'ſt withdraw 
from public view ; the paſſions of 
Dioxippus are inſtant, but they are 
of ſhort duration ; it may be that, 
when he ſhall no more behold thee, 
he will forget both his love and thy 
refuſal, and perhaps, we may have 
{ſuffered theſe alarms without reaſon. 


Mean time Cleombrotus, chag- 
rined at his repulſe from Tegyra, 
retreated to his camp, where he 
kept himſelf upon the defenſive, 

in 
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in full afſurarice that the Thebans 
could not force him thence. There 
he received the deputation from 
Pelopidas for the ranſom of Philoti- 
mus: but dreading the valor of 
that youthful hero, he rejected the 
propoſed exchange, and in anſwer 
ſaid, that Sparta was but little con- 
cerned in the fate of ſuch of her 
citizens, who prefered captivity to 
death; and that as to the rebels 
(for ſo he choſe to repreſent the 
Thebans) the Ephores ſhould deter- 
mine on thoſe who were in his 
power : laſtly, that the ſlight ad- 
vantage which Pelopidas had gain- 
ed, could only ſerve to add more 
renown to Sparta's approaching 
conqueſt. This proud reply ſpread 
dilmay and conſternation through 
the Thebans. An apprehenſion 
immediately aroſe, leſt in the tu- 
multuous rage, which the ſhame of 


being beaten, ſhould excite at Spar- 
ta, 
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ta, the Ephores might put the pri- 
ſoners to death, if Cleombrotus 
were ſuffered to tranſport them thi-- 
ther. Above all, Siſinnes, who 
trembled for the ſafety of his friend, 
thought on nothing but revenge. 
His wounds were ſcarcely healed, 
when having aſſembled the band of 
four hundred youthful Thebans, 
who, under the conduct of Philo- 
timus had weighed down the ſcale 
of victory, they bound themſelves 
by a ſolemn oath to die or reſcue 
him from captivity. In order to 
accompliſh this determination, two 
of their number, who had dwelt 
ſome years in Laconia, and even 
in Sparta, diſguiſed themſelves in 
the dreſs of Helots (J), and went 
into the Lacedemonian camp, in— 
tent on learning there what leatence 


* 


(5) Lacedemoman ſlaves. 


had 
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had been paſſed on the Theban 
priſioners. They diſcovered that 
in two days Cleombrotus would 
ſend them under a numerous guard 
to Sparta. On this intelligence, 
Siſinnes, having previouſly viewed 
the places with attention, reſolved 
to lie in ambuſh in the ſacred 
groves of the Leuctrides (1). No 
armed men till then had ever dared 

to 


1 


(i) The Leuctrides were three Beotian 
dainſels, why dwelt in the neighbourhood of 
Leuctra, whence they derived their name: 
Certain Spartans journeying toward Beotia, 
ſought the protection of their father Sce- 
daſus, who entertained them in his houſe 
with the kindeſt hoſpitality : But they re- 
paid his generoſity with ingratitude and vic- 
lence, debauching and murdering his daugh- 
ters. The afflicted father appealed to the 
Ephores for juſtice, but not obtaining his 
requeſt, he in deſpair flew himſelf upon 
his children's tomb. Immediately aſter the 

Lacede- 
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to profane them; and when Siſin- 
nes propoſed to lead them thither, 
the Thebans expreſſed ſome reluct- 
ance, But that wiſe and virtuous 
Scythian, viewing ſuch conſacreted 
retreats in a manner different from 
the opinion of the Greeks, proved 
to them, that the Gods, inſtead of 
being offended at their proceedings, 
would rather on the contrary bleſs 
them with their divine aſſiſtance, 
and that it was the moſt auſpicious 
of all omens to iſſue, for the pre- 
venting the perpetration of the moſt 


— 


Lacedemonians, warned to beware of the 


| Leuftric-vengeance, thought to appaiſe the 


manes of the injured family, by conſa- 
crating a grove in honor of them; but the 
Lacedemonian defait at Leuctra, which 
was looked upon as the true expiation of 
the inhuman crime committed there, made 
the Theban captains give the Oracle a dit- 
ſereut conſtruction, 


horrid 
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horrid iniquity, from out a place 
devotcd to the Deity. 


Being relieved form their fears of 
ſacrilege, the four hundred youths 
renewed their oath, to follow Si- 
ſinnes and redeem Philotimus. Pe- 
lopidas, to whom the virtuous Scy- 
thian had imparted his deſign, con- 
firmed it by his applauſe, and even 
aſſured him that he wou'd ſecond 
it by engaging Cleombrotus in con- 
tinual ſcirmiſhes and diverting his 
precaution by ſudden alarms. They 
marched out in the gloom and 
ſilence of the night, and after a 
wide and finuous route arrived 
in the ſacred groves, where they 
ſat them down in anxious expec- 
taticn of the important hour. An 
whole day paſſed over e'er the La- 
cedemonian eſcort came in view, 
and Siſinnes began to fear for the 
life of his friend, when about the 

: noon 
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noon of the ſucceeding day, 4 
Theban ſtationed on an eminence 
that overlooked the wood, gave no- 
rice that the enemy approched, and 
alſo that he thought that in the 
midſt of them he had diſcerned ſome 
p<rſons clad in white (&). Hea- 
vens ! what do J hear, exclamed Si- 
finnes ; is this the preparation for 

bs a ſacrifice ? 


(k) There are ſome few inſtances of hu- 
man Sacrifices among the Greeks ; this 


dire infatuation, the offspring of ignorance 
and barbariſm prevails only whilſt they ſub- 
ſiſt, and yields to the power of reaſon. But as 
ſuperſtition is found in every age and coun- 
try, policy graſping at every thing to attain 
its ends, has employed that alſo, as a moſt 
powerful engine. Themiſtocles obſerving 
the Grecians before the battle of Salamis, 
balancing between fear and reſolution, 
framed an oracie, and offered up in Sacri- 
fice to Bacchus Omeſtes, three young Per- 
fian Princes, of the family of Xerxes, 
who had been taken ia battle. This act 

of 


? 
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a ſacrifice ? it ſhall not be accom- 
pliſhed ; I ſwear it ſhall not, by 
our holy friendſhip, and by this 
ſword the deity revered by the Scy- 
thians. Come then, my friends; 
come, let us ſee what piety and 
valor can atchieve, and let us ruſh 
on theſe barbarians ſhielded by the 


friendly Jove, who hath guided us 
hither. 


The Lacedemonian eſcort twice 
out numbered the Theban batal- 
lion ; but this conſideration rather 


of c.uelty muſt neceſſarily have excited two 
different ſentiments, whence victory muſt 
have reſulted : the common ſoldiery were 
aſſured of the God's protection; and the 
more thinking citizens ſaw, that after ſo 
bold a violation of the law of nations, they 
muſt conquer, or ſuffer the moſt dreadful 
repriſals from the conqueror ; this was the 
intention of Themiſtocles. 


L filled 
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filled them with unwonted might 
and undaunted reſolution. Sifin- 
nes waited *nll the captives appear- 
ed in ſight, fiom apprehenſion leſt 
if they aſſailed them ſooner, the 
enemy ſhould by a ſingle ſtroke 
give them cauſe for laſting ſorrow. 
But when Philonmus appeared, 
crov.ned with flowers and bound 
with fillets, Siſinnes and his The- 
bans abruptly ſallying forth, and 
with diſmaying ſhouts falling on 
the Spartan ſoldiers, burſt through 
the preſs to where he ſtood, and in 
an inſtant releaſed him from inglo- 
rious reſtraint. Philotimus and his 
captived aſſociates armed without 
delay, by the wile foreſight of Si- 
ſinnes, joined themſelves to their 
deliverers; in vain did the Lacede- 
monians attempt to reſume their 
courage, they are forced to yield 
before the Thebans, whoſe juſtly- 
provoked wrath ſubſided not until 

the 
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the laſt Spartan poured ſorth his 
life upon the ſield. 


After having raiſed at the en- 
trance of the ſacred grove, a tro- 
phy which they dedicated to the 
friendly Jove, and to the guardian 
Gods of Beotia, the victorious 
Thebans hafted to regain the camp 
of Pelopidas, where Philotimus was 
received with tranſports of joy, ex- 
ceſſive as their fears of loſing him 
were great. The Theban general 
beſtowed on this invincible eſcort, 
all the diſtinctions which it mented, 
and that it might never be divided, 
he named it the Sacred Batallion, 
to commemorate the place where 
it had fought ;, and to render the 
due homage to that exalted virtue, 
which had formed and excited it to 
action, he ordered that no one from 
that time for ever, ſhould be en- 
L2 rolled 
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rolled therein, who did not preſegꝶ 
himſelf together with a Friend (/f 


At this laſt atchievement of tff 
Thebans, Cleombrotus was ſeized 
amazement, He retreated and 
pitched his camp before Leuctra. 
Pelopidas purſued him thither. 
This ſacred ſpot, ſaid he to his 
{oldiers, 1s already rendered famous 
by the crimes of Sparta, and by 
our victory. The Gods have 


(/) The Sacred Batallion was never con- 
quered till the battle of Cheronea, where, 
cruſhed beneath the weight of the Mace- 
donian Phalanx, it expired together with the 
liberty of Greece. After the battle, Phi- 
lip, ſeeing the four hundred men of whom 
it conſiſted, all pierced in the breaſt with 
deep wcunds of javelins, and fallen in their 
ranks, without having loſt an inch of the 
plain on which they fought, was ſeized with 
the higheſt admiration of that gallant band. 


them 
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drawn them hither to be avenged 
for the iniquities of their anceſ- 
tors (n), and to complete the ſub- 
verſion of that empire, which 
haughty Lacedzmon hath uſurped 
over the States of Greece. An 
exulũing ſhout the harhinger of vic- 
tory, was the reply of the The- 
bans. Cleombrotus could not de- 
elins the battle; his diſpoſitions ſor 
attack evinced him a wil: comman- 
der, Pclopidas rivaled him in cou- 
rage and ſagacity, and the day at 
ength arrived that was to reſtore 
all Greece to peace and liberty, or 
riake them flaves for ever. 


The extraordinary bravery which 
Pinlo:mus's band had ſhewn, de- 
termined Pelopidas to aſſign them 
no fixed ſtation among the legions, 


. 


— 


— 


(m) Sce Note (i), page 105. 
but 
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but to place them in ſuch a manner 
as to ſee around on every fide, and 
reinforce the quarter where the 
combat raged with moſt obſtinacy, 
and the victory was moſt uncertain. 
The Theban general wiſely faw 
that on the preſence of this redoubt- 


able battalion, the fate of conqueſt 
depended. 


The Spartans, impatient to ob- 
hterate their late diſgrace, and ani- 
mated by the rememb'rance of their 
priſtine victories, fought with all 
that fierce, unguared courage which 
characteriſed them : the Thebans, 
glorying in their recent ſucceſſes, 
ſuſtened their onſet with unſhaken 
fortitude ; yet would ſuperior 
numbers have overpowered them, if 
Philotimus, whoſe piercing eye at 
once perceived both the danger and 
the means of opp ſing it, had not 
adyanced with vigor where Cleom- 

brotus 
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brotus ſeemed already to be con- 
queror. The reſolute and ſudden 
attack of the Sacred Batallion 
checked the fury of his Phalanx, 
and Philotimus preſſed forward to 
the king himſelf. In the Theban, 
a perſonal enmity was united with 
a ſtrenuous defire to ſerve his coun- 
try ; whilſt in the Spartan, indig- 
nant anger to find himſelf oppoſed 
by a man who wore his chains but a 
few days before, redoubled his ar- 
dor to puniſh him : this important 
combat wellnigh ſuſpended the 
rage of both armies ; Philotimus, 
wounded at the firſt by his antago- 
niſt, was becomethereby rather the 
more formidable; at length he 
pierced him to the heart ; a panic 
terror then ſeized the Spartan troops 
and they fled in general diſorder. 
The victor Thebans purſued them 
even to the frontiers of Beotia, and 
Sparta ſued for peace. 

The 
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The while, Dioxippus, whoſe 
threats to Palmis of obtaining her 
by the ſuffrage of the Tegyreans, 
were not expreſied in vain, was 
impatient to demand her of them. 
Jealous of his rival's glory, which 
he was unable to diſſemble, he ap- 
prehended with good reaſon, that 
if Philotimus ſhould arrive at 
Tegyra, before he had obtained 
Palmis, lus project would encoun- 
ter inſurmountable obſtructions. 
There was an antient Law which 
gave permiſſion to the moſt illuftri- 
ous of the citizens, or to him who 
had rendered the moſt ſignal ſervice 
to his country, to chuſe at his dis- 
cretion, a wife among the Tegy- 
rean women. Palms belonged not 
to them; and therefore it appear- 
that ſhe could no be governed by a 
law, which only regarded the 
daughters of citizens ; but Diox- 
ippus, repretzniung to the rulers of 
the 
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the people, that Miſithres, after 
dwelling for fo long a time under 
the protection of their city, could 
not be conſidered as a ſtranger, 
eaſily brought them over to conſent 
to demand Palmis for him. Mliiſi- 
thres made anſwer, that his daugh- 
ter had been promiſed to Philoti- 
mus, and that that youthful hero 
had for Beotia in general, performed 
actions far ſurpaſſing that which 
Dioxippus had done for Tegyra 
only; that conſeqently, even ſup- 
poling he were ſubject to ſuch a 
law, the election would rather fall 
on Philotimus than Dioxippus ; 
and laſtly, that it was not in his 
power to compel his daughter to 
violate vows fo ſacred as thoſe by 
which ſhe was betrothed to Philo- 
timus. This reply which provoked 
the rage of Dioxippus, gave um- 
brage the Tegyrean rulers. Value- 
ing only the particular ſervice which 

Dioxippus 
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Dioxippus had rendered their town, 
and blind to the advantages procu- 
red them by the victories of his ri- 
val (without which notithſtanding 
Tegyra as well as the reſt of Beotia 
had been enſlaved) they reſolved to 
conſtrain Palmis to give her hand 
to him, and declared their purpaſe 
to Miſithres. 


To preſerve themſelves from this 
illegal violence, the only expedient 
that now remaned, was an imme- 
diate and ſilent flight. Miſithres 
and Palmis addreſſed themſelves 
thereto with tears ; the former for 
having been deſpoiled of that tran- 
quility in which he hoped to paſs 
the reſidue of his days; the latter, 
on the fatality. which ſo long de- 
tained Philotimus at diſtance from 
her. Alas! capricious fortune 
was perſecuting him alſo with 
troubles of another nature : Ce- 
| phiſodorus 


| 
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phiſodorus had received à mortal 
wound, at the battle of Leuctra, 
and Philotimus was engaged by 
every fihal care to render the laſt 
ſad duties to the manes of his father. 


The project of Miſithres could 


not be conducted with ſuch privacy 


as to eſcape the eye of Dioxippus. 
The completion thereof muſt be 
prevented, or he mult reſign all 
hope for ever. Nor Thebes, nor 
any other city of Beotia would have 
indulged him the ſervile attention 
paid him by the T egyreans. There- 
tore, by ſcattering gold with un- 
ſpareing hand, he prevailed with the 
chief Prieſteſs of Juno Lucina, to 
demand that Palmis ſhould be com- 
mitted te her care to the moment 
of her marriage. 


What a ſight to be preſented to 
the view of Philotimus ! He arrived 
at 
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at Tegyra together with Siſinnes, 
juſt at the inſtant when Palmis 
was forced from her father's dwell- 
ing, and conducted to the temple 
of the Goddeſs. In vain did Mi- 
ſithres remind them of the ſacred 
nghts of hoſpitality, in vain did he 
imprecate the vengeance of the 
Gods upon the monſters, who in 
contempt of the moſt inviolable 
laws of nature, preſumed to tear 
a daughter from the arms of her 
father : his prayers and expoſtulati- 
ons were not heeded; nay, the 
Tegyreanseven thought themſelves 
offended by his complaints. A 
ſtranger like Miſithres, without al- 
liance or ſupport in Greece, ſhould 
in their opinion, eſteem himſelf ſu- 
premely honored in giving citizens 
to Tegyra. The unfortunate old 
man, drow ned in tears, was ſitting 
on the treſhold of the gate of the 
temple, and in that poſture was 

the 


1 
the firſt object that ſtruck the eve 
of Philotimus. Alas, my father! 
what mean theſe tears? is Palr- tis ? 
------My beloved Palimis ?------ My 
ſon, the public vcize hath robbed 
thee of her. Tegyra deſtines her 
for Dioxippus, and cven now the 
hath been ſhut up in this temple, 
to be confined therein, until the 
day appointed to unite her with ry 
rival. They have forced her fron 
her father, only becauſe he won 
preſerve her for thee alone. Fiuath 
Diox!ppus ! Philotimus exclamed,) 
that Dioxippus whom my fath:c 
and Pelopidas pronounced unwer- 
thy to ſhare in that glorious enter— 
prize, which made Beotia free; 
hath he preſumed to diſpute wich 
me the hand of Palmis ? Fle never 
ſhall obtain her, replicd Siſinnss, 
whoſe ſoul in that inſtant felt a ſe- 
cret joy at having found a rival 
whom he might deteſt : he never 
NI ſnail 
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Mall obtain her, my dear Philoti- 
mus, rely npon the greatneſs of 
my frieniſhip. What, Palmis the 
prey of Diotippus ! No, wife Mi- 
ſithres, thy laſt moments ſhall ne- 
ver be afflicted with the horrid ap- 
prehenſion of beholding her in the 
arms of a man devoid of principles, 
of morals and of country. 


Theſe aſſurances of Siſinnes, 


that ardor with which he eſpouſed 
the intereſts of Palmis and Miſithres 
calmed the ſorrows of this afflicted 
parent. But Philotimus tranſport- 
ed with wrath revolved in his mind 
the moſt abſurd and uſeleſs reſolu- 
tions. Now would he ſtorm the 
temple, reſcue his ſpouſe from 
thence, and eſcape with her to 
ſome country far remote from 
Greece. Now he meditated to de 
ſtroy Dioxippus and Tegyra. The 
moſt extreme and deſperate mea- 


ſures. 
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fares were the only means that pre- 
jented themſelves to his agitated 
foul. Sad effects of vehement al- 
t ctien, which holding up to our 
view the end alone to which we al- 
pire, for ever hides from our diſ- 
covery the direct path whereby to 
arrive thereat. | 


Miſithres and Philotimus involv- 
ed in equal perplexity, know not 
in what expedient to reſt, But Si- 
ſinnes, more uſed to feed on dole- 
ful thoughts ever fince the com- 
mencement of the hopeleſs love 
with which Palmis had inſpired him, 
and conſequently leſs ſuſceptible of 
the ſuddcn appulſes of inordinate 
affliction, immediately foreſaw whar 
fhonld be done, as well to ovcr- 
throw the devices of Dioxippus, us 
to reſtore Palmis to her father and 
her huſband. Fhey repared to the 
houſe of Miſithres, where, after 

M 2 dehber- 
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qdeliberation, they judged it adviſe- 
able, that, e'er it was devulged 
that Philotimus had returned to 
Tegyra, Miſithres ſhould go to ire 
his daughter, from converſing with 
whom no cne could debar him, 
und that he ſhould inſtruct her, 
whenever ſhe was urged by ſollici- 
tations to reward with the offer of 
her hand the protector of her coun- 
try, toreply, that ſhe acknowleg- 
cd no country but Beotia in gene- 
ral, and there ſore ſhould be ſuffer- 
ed to chuſe from the number of 
thoſe who had contributed moſt to 
iet her country free: that if the 
was preſſed to name Dioxippus, ſne 
thould app=al to the deciſſion of the 
Delphian Oracle, promi.lng obe- 
dience to his mandate, if the God 
dq. igned to judge betucen Philoti- 
mus and his rival; but that more- 
over if the deny ſhould leave her free 


and 
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and utter no deciſion, no one be- 
ſides herſelf could challenge any 
right to give her hand away. The 
propheteis of Delphos, continued 
Sifnnes, bears an implacable en- 
mity to the prisſteſs of Tcgyra , 
and as the interpretors of your 
Gods never make them ſpeak bur 
in conformity to their particular pai- 
ſions, it is more than probable, 
that when the propheteſs ſhall learn 
that Dioxippus is befriended by her 
enemy, ſhe will pronounce an Or- 
acle in thy favor. Thou art ſur- 
prized, my dear Philotimus, to hor 
theſe free and bold en preſſions; 
but I am a Scythian ; my country 
knows no God but the great Nlith- 
rath ; and of all thoſe whom Greece 
adorcs, I have learned to reverence: 
none but the friendly Tove, be- 
cauſe it is his name which we ine ke 
in ſolemn lcagnsos of itiendthip 
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But moreover, the people not pre- 
fuming to refuſe the requiſition of 
Palm is, we ſhall gain time thereby, 
and may take more efficacious mea- 
turcs, ſhould the oracle prove con- 
trary, of which reſult I entertene 
no apprehenſions. 


Miſthres, highly commending 
the council of Siſinnes, proceeded 
toward the temple ; when Philoti- 
mus, who ſcarcely gave attention 
to their cenverſation, at length per- 
ceving himſelf alone with his 
friend: and is it tnou, ſaid he, is it 
thou Siſinnes who doſt detene me 
here? Are there any means more 
eligible than to go forthwith and 
de ſtroy the life of the recreant Di- 
oxippus ? He ſhall periſh by my 
(word, and though I ſhould meet 
my fate from his hand, yet have I 
tixed my determination.------Whac 
doſt thou mean to do, my dear Phi- 

lotunus ? 
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lotimus; ſay, will Palmis be reſcued 
the more ſurely thereby ? Bethink 
thee, that as the Tegyreans have 
adjudged her to thy rival, it is not 
him, but themſelves that they will 
deem offended. And in that caſe, 
wouldſt thou excite Beotia to take 
up arms againſt herſelf? Thebes 
in arms againſt Tegyra! O hea- 
ven! bamith ſuch deſtructive reſo- 
lutions from the ſoul of my friend! 
Truſt me, Philotimus, the Expe- 
dient I have propoſed is the only 
one admiſſible; and all that I can 
farther recommend, is to write 
thercon to Pelopidas who loveth 
thee ; perhaps his anſwer, or his 
preſence will diſpel the illuſion, 
which, becauſe Dioxippus hath 
been io fortunate as to ſuccour 
Theopompus, and to purfue the 
track difcicicd to his view by that 
Muſtrious leader, hath made the 

ſtupid 
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ſtupid Tegyreans believe, that he 
was able to replace him. 


Miſithres having demanded = 
ſight of Palmis, a privilege which 
none preſumed to refuſe him, wa» 
introduced to her preſence. He 
found her bathed in tears, but the 
vivid tint of her complexion was 
heightened in conſequence of a ſpi- 
rited converſation, which ſhe had 
had with the chief Prieſteſs, who, 
ſeduced by the bribes of Dioxippus, 
had dared io employ menaces to en- 
force her conſent to be united with 
him. But ſceing the foul of Pal- 
mis ſuperior to fear, and Having 
vainly tried every perſuaſion that the 
dee peſt artifice could ſuggeſt, ſhe 
concluded with atteſting the exprets 
injunction of the Gods. Can the 
Gods, replied Palmis, be friends 
to perjury ? Ceaſe todithonor them 
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by ſuppoſing them combined with 
thee in infemy and violence, At 
theſe words, the Prieſteſs departed, 
anger flaſhing from her eyes, and 
choler burning at her heart, By 
intimating the return of Philotimus 
Miſithres reinſtated Palmis in all 
her wonted fortitude ; he acquaint- 
cd her with the expedicnt ſuggeſted 
by Sitinnes, and her heart adopted 
it without reſerve, The following 
day, when the Tegyrean deputes 
came to renew their ſollicitations, 
the declared that ſhe would not 
diſpoſe of her hand, without having 
prerioully conſulted the Gods, and 
Dioꝛrippus was obiiged to give aſ- 
{ent thereto. Four of the leading 
inhabitants of Tegyra departed for 
Delphos, in company with Miſi- 
thres. Siſinnes, who had ſet out 
before them, and out- ran their ex- 
pedition thicher, had taken a favor- 
ing opportunity to recount how 

Palmis 
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Palmis was confined, and what de- 
ſtructive conſequences might thence 
enſue to all Beotia. He had drawn 
the characters of Plilotimus and 
Dioxippus ; and chiefly dwelt on 
the contenance ſhewn the latter by 
the prieſteſs of Juno; ſo that by 
the time the Tegyrean envoys ar- 
rived, every circumſtance of the 
whole tranſaction was fully known 
to all the prieſts of Delphos, and 
Siſinnes, without appearing to be 
intereſted therein, had the addreſſe 
to irritate every breaſt againſt that 
lawleſs violence, which had forced 
Palmis from her father, 


At length the day appointed to 
implore the aniwer of the Gods ar- 
rived, and the Pythian Maid, from 
the ſacred tripod, juſt at the entrance 
of that prophetic Cave, whoſe ex- 
halations filled the brain with con- 
vulſive vapors, pronounced theſe 

words, 
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words, attended with the wild- 
eſt gcſtures : 


Trom a bold ſacrilegious hand, 
The worſt of ills, fair Palms, fear : 
Tho' thouſand dangers round thee 
ftand, | 
Thy ſacred promiſe flill revere; 
A daring ſacrilegious hand, 
To give thee laſting- peace the Gods 


command. 


This Oracle filled the Tegyreans 
with diſmay, altho' it equally con- 
veyed fears of threatened calamities 
and hopes of conſolation ; but to 
them it ſeemed to contain a poſſitive 
injunction to reſtore Palmis to her 
father. In conſequence, the mo- 
ment they returned to Tegyra, 
Palmis was reconducted to the — 
of Miſithres, ſpight of the moſt 
ſtrenuous oppoſition which Dioxip- 
pus ſtill employed to to prevent it. 

Philotimus, 
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Pliilotimus, in extacy of delight, al- 
tern.itely embraced Siſinnes and the 
father of his beloved Palmis. And 
art thou, tnen, once more reſtored 
to me, he would have faid, when 
the accents died away upon his 
lips. Palmis, overcome with joy 
at this ſudden ſucceſs, could only 
look on Philotimus with cyes that 
ſhot forth rays of the tendereſt love. 
Miſichres unwilling to waſte ſuch 
precious moments in delay, ap- 
pointed the next day but one for 
the celebration of their nup.als. 
'The arrival of Pelopidas, who 
came to vindicate the claims of a 
youthful hero whom he eſteemed, 
overawed the rage of Dioxippus, 
who ſmothering the anguiſh of his 
mind, ſeemed to behold the prepa- 
rations for the ceremony without ex- 
preſſing any intention to obſtruct 
it. But the chief Prieſteſs, who in 
the words of the oracle diſcerned 
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the traces of an enemy's hand, en- 
couraged him to accomphih it. 
Thou art the favorite of the Gods, 
brave Dioxippus, ſaid ſhe ; they 
mention ſacrilege, it muſt be per- 
petrated. Tis at their very altars 
that thou muſt ſeek juſtice. Pal- 
mis, c'er ſhe aſſumes the ſacred 
vele, muſt enter the ſanctuary 
where men are not admitted, in or- 
der to renew her vows proſtrate at 
the feet of the Goddeſs. There 
runs a ſecret ſubterranean paſſage 
beneath the temple and the city, 
from under the walls of which it 
emerges on the outſide by a nar- 
row poſtern. By that way I can 
introduce thee, attended by two 
Javes of whom thou mayeſt make 
clioice ; and when Palmis ſhall ap- 
pear, thou ſhalt bear her away 
by force, and eſcape to Megara, 
whence thou mayelt ſpecdily ſail for 
lonia, and mock the vigilance of 
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thy rival. Thus, protected even 
by the Gods themſelves, thou ſhalt 
do that lucky ſacrilege which they 
have mentioned. Dioxippus re- 
ceived this propoſal with tranſport, 
and without reflecting that he was 
going to baniſh himſelf from Greece 
tor ever, his thoughts were foley 
bent on haſty preparation to com- 
plete his bold attempt. 


Palms, who in imagination antici- 
pated the bleſſings wluch the hoped 
to enjoy from her union with Phi- 
lotimus, gave a looſe to an ingenu- 
ous and refined delight. Philoti- 
mus, aſſured that no caprice of for- 
tune could delay his happineſs, and 
now wellnigh arrived at his utmoſt 
wiſh, meditated on nought but Pal- 
mis. Nevertheleſs the penſive me- 
lancholy in which he ſaw Siſinnes 
plunged awakened all his appre- 
nenſion. Say, my deareſt friend, 

he 
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he thus addrefled him, ſay whence 
has this cloud cf grief ariſen on thy 
brow, to obſcure the brightneſs of 
my jv? Why do I behold thee, 
who thouldeſt rather be pleaſed 
with my felicity, thee who ha'ſt ha- 
ſtened the moment of its completi- 
on, and when thou haſt finiſhed tny 
friendly labors, thus dejecte1, wrapt 
in gloomy thought, and pining in 
anguiſh which thy friendſhip will 
not permit thee to communicate 
with me? What ſorrov / hangs upon 
thy ſoul ? From what ſource does it 
ariſe? I will inform thee, my Phi- 
lotimus; but excluſive of ſome ſe- 
cret reaſons which may afſlict my 
heart, do'ſt thou imagine that I can 
view without inquietude this ſeem- 
ing tranquillity of Dioxippus ? 
Tuou, perhaps, ſuppoſeſt that tlie 
preſence of Pelopidas, and the indi- 
cations of favor which he ſees cori- 
fered by him on thee, have ſupreſſ- 
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ed his malicious thoughts. But be 
not deceived. I yeſterday beheld 
him looking toward the houſe of 
Miſithres with furious aſpect. Yet 
I do not think that he would dare, 
before Pelopidas and his company 
af Thebans, to commence any baſe 
attempt; but he mey concert ſome 
treacherous ſtratagem againſt thee 
or Palmis, and only defers to exe- 
cute it. I will however watch his 
130tions, and ſhould he venture to 
interupt the peace of either, I will 
tind means to puniſh his preſumti- 
on. Go to the temple, thy friends 
await thee there. Come, replied 
Philotimus, and be there a witneſs 
of my happineſs. No, returned 
Siſinnes, excuſe me, I entreat thee 
from accompanying thee thither. 
------W hat ! does my beloved friend 
reſuſe me? Thou ſhalt here- 
aſter be acquainted with my reaſons, 
Farewel, Philotimus, may you be 
fupremely 
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ſupremely happy ; 1 it 1s all that I 
deſire: at theſe words he flung away 
from his embrace and ran to bear 

vith him his diſperſeing griefs with- 
out Tegyra, and more treely vent 
them in the dark receſſes of the ſa- 
cred grove which lay contiguous to 
the city wall; there, finding himſelt 
remote from every obſerving eye: J 
am then, heexclamed, forever doom- 
ed to love her, and her preſence hail; 
rekindled a flame which reaſon had 
nearly extinguiſhed, I ftil] adore 
her, and to day, on this very day, 
ſne becomes the wife of my friend, 
vet one hour and Palmis ſhall be to 
me the moſt ſacred of all objects. 
Every thing, even to the very re- 
memb'rance of my paſſion, if 1 
could be capable to cheœritli und in- 
dulge it, ſhall to me N «mutt 
zbhorred crune. Put vice is foreizn 
trom my heart. I may be w reicliccl, 
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will cenquer my ungenerous Paſſi- 


on, I will no more look on Palmis 
but as a friend, as a tender ſiſter. 


Yet, O my deplorable condition ! 
Can I ſay to my ſelf, It ſhall be fo? 
whilſt I feel the fire of love with ad- 
ditional force continually deſtroy- 
ing my ſoul. What torments then 
are in ſtore for my heart? Could I 
endure the killing and withal the 
melting fight of their mutual felici- 
ty? Their friendſhip alas! would 
make me, however unwilling, the 
confident in their deſcriptions of in- 
effable happineſs! their fond and 
unſuſpecting confidence would 
every moment pierce my heart. 
Could I defend myſelf from the do- 
minion of unreaſonable jealouſy ? 
Could I fortify my ſoul againſt 
envy, and preſerve my virtue? No, 


I feel myſelf inadequate to fo ardu- 


ous a proof. I would at length heat 
thee, Philotimus, I would heat thee ! 
---—Oh ! 
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-—-- Oh! Heaven !------ let me ily, 
let me rather fly, let me ſnatch my- 
felf from the danger of rendering 
myſelf unworthy my own eſteem. 
What have I ſaid? ſhall I forſake 
my friend, ſhall I defert him with- 
out acquainting him with the mo- 
tives of my flight? and, in how cri- 
tical a ſeaſon ? When perhaps 
he may require the aſſiſtance of my 
arm to withftand the violence of his 
rival? What cowardice! I will think 
of it no more. Let me ſerve him to 
the utmoſt of my power, and then 
-----let me periſh, if ſo my deſtiny 
ordains it, to preſerve my virtue, 
Such were the melancholy reflexions 
to which Siſinnes abandoned himſelf 
whilſt, with eyes cautiouſly viewing 
all around him, he paſſed along 
through the winding avenues of the 
folitude into which he had deeply 
wandered. Mean time Palmis was 
conducted in proceſſion to the tem- 
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ple, by her father and Pelopidas, 
who would on this occaſion ſhew 
Philotimus a public teſtimony of the 
reſpect with which he honored him. 
The eyes of that lovely virgin ſpar- 
led thro' the pure and tranquil joy 
which ſuccefsful love inſpires and 
virtue ſanctifies. An exalted ſoul 
and conſciouſneſs of his approach- 
ing happineſs ſhone alſo in the coun- 
tenance of Philotimus; they ſepa- 
tately arrived at the temple, amid 
the acclamations of the youthful 
"Thebans, who came thither under 
the command of Pelopidas, and 
4 part of whom accompanied Phi- 
lotimus. The dome of the temple 
echoed to the muſic of hymns, and 
the air was filled with the- odor of 
the moſt exquiſite perfumes of Ara- 
bia. Philotimus and Palmis, wich 
lands united over the ſacred altar, 
mutually uttered vows of eternal 
love, and nothing was wanting to 

com- 


L rar ] 
complete the ceremony but to re- 
ceive from the hands of the prieſteſs 
the ſacred nuptial vele. Palmis 
was led into the inner ſanctuary, 
there to ratify before the Goddeſs 
the promiſſes which ſhe had juſt 
made to Philotimus; but whilſt 
the chief prieſteſs was perfuming 
the miſterious vele, with the pureſt 
incenſe, an indiſtinct confuſed cry 
was heard, in the ſubterranean 
chambers of the temple. The cry 
aſſails the ears of Philotimus; his 
fears for Palmis are awakened ; he 
attempts to burſt through the ba- 
luſtrade, which witheld him from 
his wife; this the prieſteſſes oppoſe, 
as a prophanation ; when the noiſe 
on a ſudden aroſe to a louder tone, 
and ſeemed to conſiſt of menacing 
exclamations; then Philotimus for- 
getting every veneration for the 
place, was ruſhing to the aſſiſtance 
of his Palmis, whe a diſtant door 
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\ielding to a violent ſhock, flew 
open, and diſcovered her to his 
view, pale, trembling, her treſſes 
diheveled, and Siſinnes, with en- 
raged countenance and eyes flaſhing 
with wrath, with one hand leading 
Palmis, and holding in the other, 
his ſword diſtained with blood: 
Dioxippus, my friend, 1s no more, 
{aid the virtuous Scythian, and thy 
wife is again reſtored to thee. This 
{word has put a period to his life 
and villainous purpoſes, juſt in the 
moment when, (without doubt in 
concert with the infamous atten- 
dants of this temple) he would have 
carried off thy Palmis; I ſaw him 
deſcend into a ſubterranean paſſage 
outſide the walls of Tegyra, and 
was convinced that fome baſe de- 
ſign diſcovered it to him, and had 
conducted him thither, I purſued 
him at a diſtance to this very ſanc- 
tuary, and have puniſhed the mon- 
ber., 
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{ter in the preſence of your Gods. 
Aſtoniſhment and horror chilled 
the hearts of all the ſpectators. 
Philotimus had only the power to 
lock Palmis in his embraces ; when, 
immediately, jthe prieſteſs encou- 
raged by the death of Dioxippus, 
who might have betrayed her ſecret 
machinations, and feigning a di- 
vine enthuſiaſm, exclamed, One ſa- 
crilegious intruder is chaſtiſed, but 
the Gods demand attonement by 
the blood of the other; and I de- 
vote the life of this profane ſtranger 
a ſacrifice to the infernal Deities. 
This dreadful denunciation, which 
was ſeconded by the applauſes of 
the Tegyrean populace, made all 
the Thebans quake with abhor- 
rence. Pelopidas was preparing to 
interpoſe his authority, and take 
Siſinnes under his protection, when 
waving with his hand in ſignal to 
be heard: If, ſaid he to the chief 

parieſteſs, 
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prieſtefs, I had nought beſide thy 
menaces and 1dle imprecations to 
| fear, I ſhould with eaſe ſccure my- 
ſelf from thy unavailing anger and 
deſpere at having failed to ac- 
complih thy iniquitous intent. 
The Gods were never cruel, and 
to ſuppoſe that they can be —_ 
ed by ſhedding human blood, 
impious. But I have here a 3 
of a different nature to tuln!. 
Liſten then, my Philotimus, liſten 
to a ſecret which in this dreadtul 
moment I am going to revcle to 
thee, I loved Palmis, I fil! adore 
her, and all my conduct has not 
been influenced by pure friendſhip 
alone; I rather ſought her happi- 
neſs than the gratification of my 
friend; if I have ſerved thy love, 
twas only becauſe I faw that Pal- 
mis could not enjoy happineſs with- 
out thee. This is my tranſgreſſion. 
t is great and inſupportable to a 
Scythian, 
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Scythian, whoſe heart ſhould be 
filled and whoſe actions ſhould be 
directed by nought but friendſhip. 
It is juſt that I ſhould avenge it on 
myſelf. At theſe words, he plung- 
ed his ſword into his breaſt. Pal- 
mis, Miſithres and Pelopidas rent 
the air with their cries. In vain 
did they ſtrive to areſt his arm; 
their endeavors were too late The 
blood which guſhed in a moment 
from the deep wound, empurpled 
the garments of Philotimus, who 
had caſt himſelf upon his dying 
friend. Adieu, my dear Phileti- 


mus, ſaid Silinnes, with a feeble 


voice, let, me live in thy re.nemb!- 
rance, and may my days be added 
to the number of thine. Adieu, 
O lovely Palmis. Together with 
that name his ſoul departed from 
his lips. 
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The exceſſive deſpere in which 
Philotimus was loſt, cauſed all to 
apprehend ſome fatal cataſtrophe. 
They haſted to remove the bleed- 
ing object from his ſight. In pro- 
ceſs of time, the tenderneſs of Pal 
mis, and the aſſiduity of Miſithres 
who both bore an. equal part in his 
affliction, ſoftened it into a fond 
rememb'rance of his generous friend. 
Pelopidas gave orders that the 
funeral of Siſinnes ſhould be con- 
ducted wih the utmoſt pomp, 
The four hundred Thebans, who 
compoſed the Sacred Batallton, 
with eyes drowned in tears, ſet fire 
to the pile erected to conſume the 
precious remains of the friend of 
their leader; his aſhes were incloſed 
m a golden urn, till thoſe of Phi- 
jotimus ſhould one day be mixed 
with them, and when the ſtroke of 
fate had re-united him with Siſinnes, 

the 
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the Thebans inſtituted a ſolemn 
feſtival, to be celebrated annually, 
in the grove of the Leuctrides, in 
honor of the Friendly Jove, and 
theſe two. virtuous friends, 


